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INTRODUCTION

Pastoral Theology may be defined as, "the art of surviving pastoral ministry". To survive as an officer in the Lord's
spiritually armed forces, in the midst of the devil's world, you need to have all the facts for your survival. That means
knowing your strengths in Christ Jesus, knowing the enemies’ strengths and weaknesses and knowing his tactics also,
so that you can fight with focus, purpose and success.

THE LAST DAYS

The intensified stage of the "Angelic Conflict" (Refer BTB), begins at the cross, resurrection and ascension of the Lord.
This stage of world history is called the church Age, but also is known as, "the last days"(refer BTB). There are 18
characteristics of life of the apostates in these days; characteristics of the church, and of the type of people that you will
meet in these last days. We must be knowledgeable about this, as this is our sphere of operation.

The church has therefore been in the last days for the last 2000 years. We should live in the sphere of the expectation of
the "soon coming" of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rapture - Refer BTB). As our fathers in the faith have waited expectantly for
the Lord's return, so we also wait, actively busy in his work, into the third millennium.

Paul tells Timothy, and us, to be ready as the people that he is going to meet are not going to be very nice people. Be
ready for them, recognise them and protect your flock against them. Live in the truth and be strong against the evil one.

2 TIMOTHY 3:1-5

The eighteen characteristics are a catalogue of the evils of selfishness, and self centredness; both characteristics of
Satan, who magnifies self above obedience to God. They are;

1. Lovers of self. - To be self centred means that everything is interpreted in terms of selfish concerns; itis a
moral relativism that centres on the self rather than God or others.

2. Covetous - Lovers of money so that everything has a price and what is of value is what can be measured in
dollar terms.

3. Boasters. - We would say people like this are "full of hot air"; they have no substance nor heart but love to
speak great words about themselves.

4, Pride. - Arrogance knows not bounds when the opinion of God is ignored and the self is the sole criteria for
decision making.

5. Blasphemers. - When people think they know better than God they very quickly move on to directly insult God

and his words, for they don't think they are bound by the rules that govern those who are, in their eyes, foolish
enough to believe in God!

6. Disobedient to parents. - At heart a nation's strength is rooted in the strength and respect within the family unit.
Where children grow up to despise, disobey, or ignore their parents they will grow up without a healthy sense of
discipline. The society will then suffer as the child who does not respect its own parents will not often respect
the life or property of others. This point applies equally to children and parents; parents must live so as to be
worthy of respect and children must respect as far as they are able their parents.

7. Unthankful. - This term sums up a trait of people who are in evil that often baffles others. Why is it that you can
do wonderful things for some people and they will despise you and insult you for the good you have done them,
or they will use your very kindness against you? The answer is here. People who get into evil and false doctrine
will lose all perspective and have as their character trait an ungratefulness that is destructive and nasty.

8. Unholy. - Holiness means to be set apart for God and his service, and unholiness means the reverse; to be set
apart for self and evil rather than God. To be active in the service of the enemy.

9. Without natural affection. - No capacity for love is an indication of deeper and more dangerous aspects of a
persons nature. When people love only themselves they are incapable of truly loving others.

10. Trucebreakers. - When people have morality that is rooted in self interest you can be sure of only one thing with

them; that you cannot be sure of them at all. They will be as stable as the wind is! These are people whose
word you cannot trust.

11. False accusers. - Malicious gossips will abound where-ever self is king. If people will not talk about the Lord and
his word to them they will talk about everything and anything else, as if it were important.

12. Incontinent. - No self control. People who follow their whims and fancies as if they were truth and righteousness,
where-as they are simply lust and desires.

13. Fierce. - Brutal men are Satan's men. Gentle men are God's. There is no place in the church for those who will

tear another person apart with their words or their hands. We are not to be fierce like wild dogs, but gentle like
our Lord. A fierce man is a false brother.

14. Despisers of them that are good. - A man is known by his company and by those he loves. No good man will
despise good men, but every evil man will. Look at the company others keep and see where their hearts are.

15. Traitors. - If a person is dishonourable they will betray you without thought. Evil has no standards other than self
gratification, and betrayal of the good for temporary gain is to be expected from evil men.

16. Heady. - Thoughtlessness is another trait of the evil man. They do not think about consequences, they are rash
and foolish, lacking foresight and concern for others.

17. Highminded. - While being rash and foolish themselves they use such terms of others. They do not see any

problems with their own behaviours, they are perfect in their own eyes.
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18. Pleasure lovers. - Their God is their belly. Philippians 3:19. They do things to feel good rather than because
they are good, and will be of benefit for them and others

WHERE DOES THE POWER COME FROM?

This terrible list is all too common in our day as it was in Paul's day. It is just another sign of the impact of evil upon the
world. We must set our hearts and minds firmly against this way of living. In the fifth verse Paul identifies the central point
about the apostates, for we must remember that these people were in the church and they are now claiming to be more
spiritual than the genuine believers.

The big issue is the issue of power; they have the power and the life style than comes from the self we have the power
and life that comes from God.

Satan's objective is not to make people into the town drunk, his real coup is to make them self righteous legalistic
hypocrites. They have no real power except what pride can produce, and it produces the above list rather than the list of
the fruit of the Holy Spirit in Galatians 6.

Hendricksen notes, "these people lack spiritual dynamite. They have no love for God, nor for his revelation in Jesus
Christ, nor for his people. Hence, since they are not spirit filled men, it is not surprising that they lack power",(IBID, page
286). They are great pretenders, phoney, and empty of both power and hope. In Jude 12 they are referred to as,
"clouds without rain", promising much to a hungry land but delivering nothing of value nor meeting any real need.

Many in the world want a religion that does not require obedience, nor any change to sinful life patterns, nor anything that
would disturb the Old Sin Nature. Genuine Christianity is not their choice but counterfeit faith is.

Robert Mounce is scathing but accurate when he says, "people want a religion that requires nothing and changes
nothing. A bit of rustic tradition totally inoffensive to anyone. Keep away from people like that, is Paul's advice to
Timothy", (IBID, page 134).

Paul is strong in his command to avoid such false brothers. He is to keep on turning away from any who are like this. At
any point where such people are identified they are to be rejected and avoided, and this would appear to involve both the
public and church social life and private life. Such people are to be seen as "anathema", 1 Corinthians 16:22, and are to
be fled from as if they have the plague!

Let us all join with Ironside in his heart felt prayer. "God give us to be genuine, to be real, that eternal things may so grip
our souls that we will live and do the work and be real witnesses for him" (Ironside, I1BID, page 220).

VERSES 6-7

Paul builds on the list of evils he has already given us to assist identification of these false brothers. Here he notes the
historic examples of Jannes and Jambres who Jewish tradition records were the magicians who acted for Satan and
against God when Moses was in the court of Pharaoh. Exodus 7:10-12. These two evil men are the "type" of people we
must be alert for. The picture Paul draws here is not flattering for the evil ones; they are portrayed as vile and slimy
"worms" who will stoop to anything to achieve their self centred goals.

The verb translated "creep" is one that indicates the character and purpose of the false teachers. They are like thieves,
and the analogy is a close one for they try to steal the stability and joy of all they target. They act like thieves and actually
"target" those who are potentially weak and vulnerable.

UNSTABLE WOMEN

The term for "silly women" is a disparaging one and Paul makes no apology for it. It refers to women who are so
emotionally unstable and vulnerable that they will allow themselves to be fooled by cunning and calculating men. No
Christian woman should ever be in this category, and none need be if they hear, believe and apply the doctrines of the
Word Of God.

If we fail to believe and apply the word we will believe anything, and the result will be we are "used" by those who are the
religious "con men" of society. All who are conned are responsible for they have not taken the precautions that Paul has
urged. Only the foolish are fooled.

MONEY HUNGER

The concept of money hunger on the part of the false teachers is clear also from the word for "captive", for it is a military
word that means to take a prisoner of war and then use them for money when sold as a slave.

We are reminded by this word of two other concepts, one of the Angelic Conflict (or Invisible War), and the other the
deliberate nature of Satan's targeting of those who are not walking as they should.
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Peter warns of this by using the lion analogy for Satanic attack. 1 Peter 5:8, 9. Lions target the animal they wish to Kkill
very carefully. They pick the weak, the sick and old, and the animal that is isolated from the rest of the herd. Any believer
that is sick or weak spiritually is so because of failure to apply the Word to life, and they are isolated because they have
got away from their brethren in the Lord.

VULNERABILITY

The things that make us even more vulnerable are spelt out in these verses. There are three characteristics of spiritual
weakness mentioned here.

First they are laden with sins. They have not been dealing with their sins on a moment by moment basis in accordance
with Scripture, 1 John 1:9.

The second issue is that they are being led away with their various lusts rather than resisting them. Strong desires are
not to be heeded they are to be discerned! If a desire is good it can be followed but if it is wrong it is to be resisted and
as James warns us we cannot blame God if we fall due to our own lusts being given power over us. James 1:13-15.
The enemy will always have someone or something to lead us away from the truth, he specialises in alternatives to truth!

The third characteristic of the "victim" is that they are always learning new things yet never really gaining or growing in
spiritual strength from their knowledge. What is the problem here? Is there something wrong with the word of God or is it
a problem with the hearers?

The Bible makes it clear that the problem is mainly the forgetful hearer, James 1:19-25. As Hebrews 4:2, identifies the
issue is that the word has not been mixed with faith in the hearers, and therefore not been applied to daily life. Without
application there is no understanding and no growth. Without doctrine applied the people perish.

FALSE TEACHERS

The false teachers will be able to be depended on in one matter, they will always oppose all who stand for the truth!
They keep on opposing (present active indicative) the truth. They cannot abide the truth and must oppose it at all points
lest they are convicted by the message. The two men mentioned opposed Moses and for every miracle he did they
counterfeited it with satanic power. They were totally convinced of their beliefs and even when the evidence of the
superiority of Moses God came through they rejected it. They didn't want to know the truth!

Paul refers to them as, "men of corrupt minds". The word for corrupt indicates that they once had the truth and were
intelligent but had let the evil within them get hold and the very strength of their mind became their weakness. This led to
their being disqualified by God and declared "reprobate”, or rejected by the potter as a bad pot. They are good for no
worthy purpose and if they have belonged to the Lord they will be disciplined by him. God is in control and will deal with
them finally but like Moses we may be called to stand against these people and we must be ready.

The trash can of history is full of men and women like these false teachers and evil miracle workers. God does not pay
his accounts on the 20th of each month! Some times they survive for a long time but eventually the truth comes out and
they fall, and drop from sight. Their folly is finally seen by all.

All believers must be ready to spot the false teachers as we have seen above, but even more than this we must all be
"safe" from attack from them. We are safe when we are walking as we should, and we are in danger of being deceived
when we walk away from the Lord. As the old song says, we must "trust and obey, for there is no other way, to be
happy in Jesus but to trust and obey!"

BTB - Christian Life and, Laws in the New Testament

VERSES 10-17

In contrast to the false teachers, who cannot be followed without spiritual disaster for the disciple, Paul repeats what he
said several years before in Philippians 3: 15-17, "Timothy follow me and my example, | wont let you down!" As he faces
his own death Paul draws on his own experiences with warmth and concern for his young friend and for all who will stand
with him, in true doctrine, down the ages, and urges him and us to be wise not foolish, to endure not seek easy ways out
of pressure, to hold to the truth not compromise or water it down.

As our Lord said in Matthew 7 , you can test a man's teaching by looking at what it does for him in his life. If a man has
godly fruit in his life he may stand in the truth. Listen to what he says and test his words then with Scripture, but if he has
no godly fruit in his life, save yourself the effort of even checking out his words for he is a false teacher. (Matthew 7:15-
25, Luke 6:43-45.)

Christianity is a very personal thing, it depends on your personal relationship with the Lord through the Holy Spirit within
and your personal instructional relationship with a godly pastor teacher who leads you into the word of God faithfully and
systematically. The gift of Pastor Teacher is an important one in the church, and is meant to be the heart of the churches
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growth as the pastor teaches the word and the people watch his life and heed his words and apply what they see and
hear.

Paul reminds Timothy of this process in these verses. The verb parakolutheo is a strong one to indicate the close study
of the words and life of Paul by Timothy from which he both theory and practise of the doctrines Paul communicated to
him. This is the biblical way of communication of doctrine, it is always to be in, by, and through relationship with the
teacher, so that there is no chance for a phoney, or play actor (hypocrite) to ever get into a place where they influence
others.

As the late professor Blaiklock said, "the defeat of falsehood is best effected by the demonstration of the truth”, (IBID,
page 113), and this is best done through the life and work of the pastor.

Dr Harry Ironside, ever the practical pastor, said, "we cannot lift men higher than ourselves. If one is not living for God, is
not walking with Christ, then he cannot be a real blessing to other people”, (IBID, page 222).

TESTS FOR A PASTOR

The tests for the pastor are clearly stated by Paul. The eighteen characteristics of the false teachers in verses 1 - 5, are
balanced out and answered by the nine characteristics of the faithful pastor.

1. Doctrine. - Paul had no secret doctrines, everything was open and clear to be checked against Scripture and
against his own and the Lord's life. Paul's teaching was plain speaking and all could see and hear it and
assess it systematically.

2. Manner of life. - This refers to the way a person lives away from the pulpit, or place of teaching. In their daily
walk do they live as they should? They must if they are to properly "adorn" the gospel message they give.
Titus 2 : 10.

3. Purpose. - The word prothesis has a meaning that indicates Paul had a "guiding principle" for his life and it was
to glorify Christ; he lived for that and so must Timothy.

4, Faith. - What he believed was seen by doctrine in practise in every decision of his life. We are to be tested as

Paul was; when we face a decision do we apply "faith" to it, do we seek the Lord's will and apply his word, for it
is in this that we see faith applied. It is in our decision making that we really see what we believe!

5. Long suffering. - The strong military word for gritting it out on a long campaign is one of the key fruits of the Holy
Spirit. Being "big souled" is what we are called to and the mature believer will show this trait, it comes naturally
to one walking in the Holy Spirit.

6. Charity. - Agape love is another fruit of the spirit that shows our status as believers and our right to speak as
pastor. If we have no love we are a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1-13); we have nothing of substance to
offer people.

7. Patience. - Another fruit of the spirit which emphasises that we are waiting on the Lord's time for things to
happen rather than telling God what and when to do things. To wait on the Lord does not mean we are inactive,
but that we are ready to move at all times, but seek clear guidance as to when and where. We are in no
human rush, but seek God's timing.

8. Persecutions. - When one stands for the truth there will be those who attack you and this happened with Paul,
for he stood for truth and those who preferred the lies of the enemy persecuted him. We are known by our
friends and by our enemies, and Paul was proud to be on the receiving end of persecution from the enemy, it
meant he was dangerous to them!

9. Afflictions. - To suffer for the truth in the body by persecution is one thing but the faithful pastor will often be
called to suffer mentally with anguish and concern for others in the midst of his own pressures. It is this inner
torment of soul for others that is in view here, and it is the lot of all who love the Lord and his people. Paul's
testimony in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33, spells out much of the above mentioning the things that had happened to
that point in his ministry. Far more pressures had happened since he wrote that letter, although it is these first
trials that he refers to, very likely as it was then he met and influenced Timothy so much as a young man.
These early trials were etched onto Timothy's mind as he saw what it was to be a missionary pastor first hand.

PAUL AND TIMOTHY

Paul has a track record of service and his character can be seen from the things he has said and done. Paul reminds
Timothy of the early events of Antioch, Lystra and Iconium, what serious suffering he endured, and from which the Lord
delivered him. Acts 13, 14. The Lord's deliverance from each persecution in a triumphant manner was the Lord's seal of
approval upon Paul, and in this last trial he will face, the triumphant way he will die for the Lord will be the final seal on
his ministry.

Paul was confident in his Lord but not arrogant about his life and achievements. ltis in this as in all things that he differs
from the false teachers.

They are arrogant about what they have done, whereas no true servant of the Lord can have this mental attitude. Those
who serve the Lord know it is he who deserves and will get the glory, the praise and the honour for delivering us from
trial, or keeping our soul in dying grace through trials.
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What a challenge to us is this portrait of a pastor! As Mounce observes, "If believers today are not meeting persecution
it is not because the world has come to appreciate goodness. It is rather because so few believers have determined to
live genuinely Christian lives".

"The nearer we get to the end the higher is the rising tide of rebellion against God", ( Ironside). We must be ready to face
these things, and all who would enter the pastorate must be ready for this sort of life in advance of their training. "It is
only for those who are both in the world and in Christ simultaneously that persecution becomes inevitable," (J R S Stott).

VERSE 12

In verse twelve we have the principle of suffering spelt out, for all to see. All those who keep on striving to live (present
active participle) a godly life will suffer persecution! All who seek godliness in the devils world will receive (passive voice
of verb, dioko) the attacks of the enemy. It is no strange thing to experience attack it is "normal” in a war, what is
unusual and strange is for a believer to have a life without incident. We are meant to be on "active service" and that
means to be engaged in battle against evil and for the truth.

Simpson expresses this forcefully, "a Christian curled up on a bed of sloth belies his nhame. He is enlisted in a holy
warfare in which hard knocks will be dealt with and borne. Piety and paralysis are false concords", (IBID, page 148).

VERSE 13 - 14

Verse thirteen reminds us that there will always be evil men and they will prosper for a time at all times in history, even
getting worse towards the end of the age. They will mislead and they will be misled by others themselves, but what must
be our response? These evangelists of evil will keep advancing on Satan's plan, but we must not get distracted from our
part in the Lord's plan, for it alone will finally triumph.

Security for believers is determined by what is within their own mind. If they have their thinking garrisoned by the full
knowledge of the doctrines of the word then they have strength and stability. Verse fourteen identifies this clearly.
Timothy is to keep on (meno) continuing in his daily feeding on and applying the word of God. It is daily learning more
and more of God's word and applying it in life that provides the security and strength that is needed when you face the
enemy daily and often see them apparently prosper! With the word within the believer can have God's viewpoint rather
than be distracted by what is apparently happening. In time the enemy may be more powerful politically, more wealthy,
more popular and more successful as the world applauds success, but it is the last assessment that matters, it is what
God thinks that finally matters!

Timothy is urged to keep to the familiar path as that is the place of testing but also of blessing, and there is no other way
to please God, for only in doctrine is there any assurance, for it alone works in the life under pressure. Timothy has
utilised God's word before and trusted in it's power and truth, and under the increasing pressures of the future he must
continue so to do. He has a good track record too, having been surrounded by the truth since a boy and having loved it
since early days.

"Note that learning is not enough. What has been learnt must be applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit, so that one also
becomes convinced, with a conviction that transforms life," (W Hendricksen, IBID, page 295). It is only the word of God
that is able to make a man truly wise and keep his heart and mind in the midst of troubles. The method for this is through
faith, as the word is heard, believed and applied to life on a daily basis. The daily feeding on of the word of God will not
only produce salvation for the soul but also the deliverance out of, or in the midst of the troubles that will come because
of the enemy.

The Bible itself will save no-one, it is only when it's truths, which speak of Christ are taken and applied in love and
obedience to him that there is power, growth and safety. As Wiersbe notes, "we are not saved by believing the Bible
(John 5 : 39), but by trusting the Christ who is revealed in the Bible", (IBID, page 160).

Refer BTB - Holy Spirit — Teacher

APPLICATION OF THE WORD OF GOD

In verse 16 we are told that all Scripture is profitable, not all in the same way but it is all profitable. It was all written for
you even if some was not written to you. It was given to us by God. It is God breathed. It corrects you and instructs you in
righteousness so that you can be useful to Him. You need to read it, study it, believe it and apply it to your life.

BTB - Inspiration

If you do apply the Word of God to your life you will be thoroughly equipped "exartizo" which means to be fully kitted out.
A boat was fully provisioned to do what it had to, the soldier needs to be fully prepared to fight. If you know God's Word

and it saturates you then you are fully equipped. You are ready to march, you are ready to fight, you are ready to go
into action for the Lord. Only as your congregation is fully equipped will the congregation be fully ready to follow you.
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Many pastors bemoan the fact that they do not have their congregation backing them up. Have they equipped them?.
You need to feed your troops as an army marches on its food. Those who are not fed go a little way on emotion and then
fall apart.

King Harold of England lost the battle of Hastings because his men were tired and hungry and were working on emotion
and when the Norman who had been well fed and rested feigned a withdrawal Harold's army charged and ended up
being overcome by the arrows of the Normans. Just so will all who follow emotion perish in the spiritual battles in this
world.

BIBLE TOPIC BOOK

Angelic Conflict, Last Days, Rapture, Christian Life and, Laws in the New Testament, Holy Spirit — Teacher, Inspiration

LECTURE TWO - 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-21
MINISTERING IN THE LAST DAYS

Because of the increased pressure on believers as things draw to a close there are certain things that need to be
reinforced. These are the last words for ministers in the last days. We therefore need to pay very close attention to it.

In the light of the reality of the Judgement Seat of the Lord, before which we will all stand to receive reward for what we
have done on earth, we are to approach our job as pastors of the Word. What does this mean?

It should mean that we commit ourselves to thorough faithfulness to the Word, care for the Lord's people, and toughness
of mind as we face those who will oppose us. In these verses Paul appears to be clear in his mind that he is passing on
the torch to Timothy as the representative of the next generation of pastors, and as with all "handovers"”, he is careful to
note, even repeat, all the basic points he has made before.

The very language here is similar to the words used by Roman Officers as they passed orders to the next detachment
relieving them of a duty before they went back to barracks for the night.

Timothy is to be, "a sentinel ever on duty", (E K Simpson, IBID, page 152). This is Paul's mental attitude as he faces
death. He is returning to barracks and leaving Timothy and his generation to face the foe for the next years of the
churches history.

EFFECTIVE PREACHING

Paul wants Timothy to preach, "the whole word and nothing but the word",(G Wilson, IBID, page 160).

As Ironside points out forcefully, "this is the charge of the Holy Spirit to every minister of the Gospel; preach the word!
His one object should be to glorify God in setting forth his truth in the way he himself directs”, (IBID, page 233).

"Let him apply himself, sparing no labour or trouble!" (Fairburn, IBID, page 384).

The military word, "charge”, sets the tone. Paul solemnly commands Timothy to heed the instruction he is about to give,
making it even more serious by stating that it is being given in the presence of God the Father and the Lord himself.

We will all stand before the Lord to receive reward for the things done in our body, and Paul is making it clear to Timothy
that what he about to say is something for which great reward is at stake.

It is worth reminding ourselves that the doctrine of rewards does not focus on our enjoyment of rewards through eternity
but rather on the glory our receiving them brings to the Lord through whose power we won them!

"Timothy is God's town crier",(R Mounce, IBID, page 147). We all are, as we preach the Word the "town criers" of our
nations and cities.

The herald (Greek ; keruz) was the authorative messenger of the king and responsible for changing nothing and covering
everything that the king had ordered. This is our role as pastors, be it of a church or home group, to teach the whole
counsel of the word in a way that covers the things the Lord wants covered, with the power and emphasis that is
required.

"Above all else he must preach doctrine. He must not simply tell bible stories, relate interesting illustrations, or read a
verse then forget it. True preaching is the explanation and application of Bible doctrine. Anything else is just religious
speech making", (W Wiersbe, IBID, page 165).

BOOK 6 - PAPER 312 - PASTORAL THEOLOGY /




As Mounce notes, "laymen are tired of oft repeated illustrations and well intentioned psychological tips under the guise of
spiritual insight"(IBID, page 147). What is needed is the systematic teaching of the Word so that all may hear,
understand, believe and apply it.

"Note the emphasis upon sound teaching, we need to know the great truths of Scripture in order that we may learn how
to behave in accordance with the revelation God has given. Sincerity of purpose, (on the part of the preacher) is not
enough, we are to be sanctified by the truth", (Ironside, IBID, page 235).

As Stott strongly affirms, "we have no liberty to invent our message but only to communicate the word that God has
spoken and now has commanded to the church as a sacred trust, . . . ., our responsibility is to be faithful in preaching
the word, the results of the proclamation are the responsibility of the Holy Spirit, and we can afford to wait patiently for
him to work, . . ., even if people forsake Timothy's ministry in favour of teachers who tickle their fancy, Timothy is to
fulfil his ministry",(IBID, pages 106, 108, 112).

Some people will love the Word others will be convicted and hate it. Ironside tells as story about that from an old
preacher friend of his. "You remember what Sam Jones said, 'if you throw a stone at a pack of dogs and one of them
yelps, you know who got hit", (IBID, page 236).

The aorist tense of the verb to preach makes it clear that the preacher is to use every appropriate time he has to
proclaim the Word of God, and he is to do it as the policy of the king of kings! Without the whole counsel of God the
church cannot be as it should be, for the people do not know what God thinks.

There will be appropriate times, but they are the times that there is opportunity, whether others think it is the "right" time
or not. The pastor must be very spiritually sensitive to opportunity and take every one he can whether others see it as an
opportunity or not.

He is to "take his stand", (be instant!) and really fight for the Word and strongly proclaim it. He is to see every preaching
opportunity as a place for battle and is to apply himself to the task like a hardened foot soldier. Teaching must be given
by the pastor, "when you feel inclined to and when you do not, whether men are anxious to hear or not",(A T Hanson,
IBID, page 97).

USE OF THE WORD OF GOD

He is to reprove, rebuke and exhort with the mental attitude of patience. Let us look at each of these words:

1. Reprove. - This is a legal word that means to prepare a case and present it in a way that is sure to secure the
verdict you want. It is a word that means there is no effort spared in the preparation of the work, nor in the
delivery.

2. Rebuke. - Those who do not measure up to God's standard must feel the sting of rebuke and be corrected.
The objective is to change the person from a place where they will be judged to a place where they can be
blessed.

3. Exhort. - The two earlier words are negative in that they face people up to errors, and this word indicates that it

is to be done with encouragement also, so that the person who is corrected might grow. This is the same
concept as "telling the truth in love".

4. With all "long suffering”. - Patient endurance under pressure is what the congregation should see in the pastor.
If we preach about a thing we must be prepared to show it in our life, and given the nature of many believers
this is a character trait of the spirit filled believer that you will have plenty of opportunity to show! As Mounce
notes, "the ministry is no place for an individual with a short fuse,(IBID, page 148).

5. Doctrine. - Teaching systematically is the method for all pastors, for this alone helps believers grow.
"In every period of history . . . . there will be a season during which men refuse to listen to sound doctrine, as in the
past in Jeremiah 5 : 31, and Ezekiel 33 : 32",(W Hendricksen, IBID, page 311). ltis this issue that Paul addresses in the

next verse.

There are some for whom, as Guthrie notes, "what they heard merely scratched their eardrums without penetrating
further",(The pastoral Epistles, page 167).

RECEPTION OF DOCTRINE

Some people are a law unto themselves, they are not teachable, for the accept only what suits them. They do not want
healthy doctrine, for they are not interested in genuine spiritual growth for it takes time, and energy, and involves some
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suffering! They are people who cannot take the heat that God's training involves for the believer. They want a easier
route that makes them look spiritual without the energy that true growth requires.

Paul uses a certain amount of sarcasm here. These people are like those with fleas, they have an itch and they scratch
it. Their attitude to the precious things of God is like that of an animal with an itch, they don't think, they just go for what
feels good. They want instant gratification. The result is terrible; they turn away from the truth and turn towards evil and
finally receive the judgement that accompanies it!

To turn away from the teaching of God's word is to turn away from the source of truth, and so all that is left is "fables";
pleasant stories that please the Old Sin Nature but do not produce growth in the soul. The real danger to the church is
not from the alcoholic and the drug addict for they know they are in sin and may repent, the real danger is from those
who believe they are spiritual and teach doctrines that put people into sleep, or fantasy land, and so make them useless
in the Angelic Conflict.

PAUL'S COMMANDS TO TIMOTHY

Paul has clear instructions for Timothy regarding his role. The instructions begin with, "but you", reminding Timothy and
us that whatever others do we must stand for God, and be different. Fairburn stresses this, "whatever others might do,
and whether men will hear of whether they will forbear, this is what thou must do!"(IBID, page 388).

The commands are firm.

1. Watch! - The nightly order to all guards in the Roman Army was this. Timothy is to be alert, sober, self
controlled, and ever vigilant, watching for the enemy at all times, and being ready to raise the alarm and fight.

2. Endure! - Endure evil as it attacks and as the enemy tries to wear you down with pressures. It means, as we
have seen before, grit it out, be tough and robust under pressures, by depending on the Lord rather than on
your own strength.

3. Do the work! - Timothy is to apply himself to the vitally important task of evangelism and teaching.

By fulfilling these things he will give full proof of his calling and will complete the ministry he is responsible for to God.
We would say that Timothy is to stick to his job, do the basics, and so not get side tracked onto non-essentials.

"The answer to the new threat is simply to persevere in the old task. It will not be easy, therefore face hardships, better
perhaps, accept hardship. ....these are simply incidental to the main purpose, work to spread the gospel",( C K Barrett,
IBID, page 117). Hearing the Lord's "well done, good and faithful servant",(Matthew 25 : 21 - 23,) is what we must desire
above all else as pastors and believers.

APPLICATION
A. PERSONAL

The Lord is watching our concentration as we hear the Word and also our performance as we apply it. How much more
fervent would we be if we remember that? The Lord is the judge of us, not any other person or power. It is his
assessment alone that matters throughout eternity, it is his "well done" that we should desire.

He is coming again and is coming to judge the lost and set up his kingdom. We are part of this and yet few believers
today even know about the doctrines of end times. Paul was only in Thessalonica for a few weeks and yet he covered
the doctrines of the Rapture, the Tribulation and the Second Advent. We should know these things, for such things will
assist us in focusing our minds on what matters now and what does not.

As others in the church seek easy teaching and pleasurable activities that do not require concentration and energy we
must remain true to the Biblical standard and seek out the faithful teachers of the Word and hear and apply their words.
We must set our hearts to avoid the "itchy ears" group and go for the Biblical group for our fellowship!

What is your gift as a believer? If you are an evangelist, are you doing what the Lord has called you to? If you have the
gift of helps are you doing what you can in your local assembly or church? If the gift of giving is yours are you earning
what you can and giving what you should? If you are a teacher, are you in the right place for you in the church? If you
have the gift of counsel or encouragement, are you serving in small groups where you can exercise your gift to the
growth of the believers there?

Remember the Lord's words in Matthew 25 : 14 - 30, where the servant who had only one talent felt he couldn't use it
and so lost everything. Many in the church feel "under-gifted", but the Lord gives gifts to us all (1 Corinthians 12 : 7 - 11),
as he wills (v 11), and according to our abilities (Matthew 25 : 15), and we must use our gifts or lose them and the
rewards that would have been ours. The Lord's will for us is that each person functions as he has intended. He gave the
gifts, and he intends us to use what we have received without trying to be something we are not ( 1 Corinthians 12 : 20 -
27). He holds us personally responsible!
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B. PASTORAL

As Ironside reminds us, "it is a poor kind of Christianity that rejoices in the fact that Christ has purchased for us eternal
life through his death on the cross, yet refuses to identify oneself with him in suffering and persecution”,(IBID, page 231).
Timothy, and all who would stand in the battle line against the enemy as pastors, must heed the orders in these verses.
They are our daily orders and must be actioned fully and completely.

Note the two groups of orders, with the warning that opposition without and apathy within the church may be our "battle
zone" for teaching. We are to, preach, reprove, rebuke, exhort, teach doctrine, be watchful, alert, endure attacks and
reverses, and do the work of evangelism and follow up.

We are held responsible for our ministry and only by completing the full course will we be approved by our Lord as a
faithful servant. It is only completion of the job that gives "full proof" that we have done our best. Anything short of the
best is not good enough for we are in a battle for the souls of men, and eternal reward or judgement are the stakes we
fight for.

Paul has called Timothy and all of us as pastors to do our very best, and complete our calling, and here in these verses
he gives his mature testimony that he has completed his task and is now ready to lay down his burden knowing the job,
for him, is done. He uses this testimony to remind each of us that this, that he is saying, should be the words for all to say
at the end of their service.

The image he uses to start this section is that of the libation, or drink offering, that was poured out to the gods, or God,
as a symbol of service offered. In the pagan world, as Hanson notes, "when a ship slipped her cable the custom was to
pour out a libation to the gods just before it weighed anchor”,(IBID, page 99, also refer Hendricksen, IBID, page 314, and
E F Scaott, IBID, page 132). The word for departure was used for the weighing anchor of a ship and Paul sees his coming
death as just that, a moving on to another destination, not an end but a beginning of a new and wonderful journey to
meet his master face the face.

While this is a good picture, it is very probably not what Paul had in mind. "The metaphor is either from a sailor loosing
his moorings or a soldier striking his tent; the next words make the latter the more probable",(W Lock, IBID, page 114,
also refer Fairburn, IBID, page 390, as E Simpson notes, "a sense of combat predominates", IBID, page 155 ).

Paul has been speaking using military metaphors and this is the best picture to keep in mind through these verses. He
has been fighting and leading the attack on the enemy for many years now and he is at this point withdrawing from the
field of combat for the last time to receive his eternal reward, leaving the next generation to carry on the fight.

This is "crunch time" for Paul, as death is for all of us! This is the time when people see how much we believe our
testimony, and how strong our hold on doctrine really is. It is here that we see the final application of the things he said
in Philippians (1:23 2:17, 3:13, 14). ltis as if Paul is saying to Timothy (who was the amanuensis for Philippians), "what
| dictated to you then, that | was willing to depart and to have my life blood poured out, is now come to the test, | am face
to face with it now!" (Lock, IBID, page 112).

Paul knows that the time for his execution is near, there is no hope of release now except the ultimate release straight
into heaven itself. Of the five meanings of analusis (departure) one refers to the release of a prisoner from jail to full
freedom, and this certainly is in view. As he waits he is enjoying and using every minute. He, with Peter in his second
letter (written about this time also, as they were in the same jail awaiting death), is the best example we have of the
doctrine we call "Dying Grace" in the New Testament record.

Like all who are facing their end he reviews his life and states the things he is certain of. While some, like the liberal
commentator Hanson,(IBID, page 99), feels Paul's confidence is so different than his early letters as to be a strange
thing, most see it as the evidence of the genuineness of the letters for this is what one would expect of the old Apostle as
he sums up an eventful life with God. Paul is as Ironside notes singing here, "this is Paul's swan song, . . . but Paul
did not wait until death to start singing. From the time he was saved by God's grace, he had a song in his heart which he
continued to sing all his life"(IBID , page 240).

He sums up his testimony by three statements, drawing on three metaphors for the Christian life, soldier, athlete,
teacher-priest:

1. | have fought a good fight! - He is saying here, | have no regrets, | have fought to win in every battle and | look
back with pleasure at what God enabled me to do. So may we all one day!

2. | have finished my course. - The athletic stadium is in view here. Paul is bringing together all his early athletic
metaphors here, noting he has not only run well but he has run according to the rules and now he can claim his
prize. He has finished the race, he has met the standard set by the judge of all.

3. I have kept the faith. - He had preserved the faith "once delivered" and he was able to pass on his message to
Timothy intact, with no doctrine lost or diluted, but each pure and powerful as the Lord had taught him through
the Holy Spirit. Paul had guarded the altar of his soul and everything stored away there was intact, safe as a
temple treasury.
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He has perfect confidence in the certainty of eternal rewards for service rendered, and is trusting in the righteous judge
that he will receive gracious blessing in eternity as he has had gracious provision in time. His reward, like ours, is laid
aside in heaven for us. The way Paul expresses this it would appear that the rewards we are to receive are already there
in heaven, as it were with our names on them, waiting for our arrival. Paul is expecting the "Crown Of Righteousness",
one of the victors crowns that is set aside for those who serve the Lord with distinction in time.

The Lord's return is when the crowns are given. 1 Corinthians 3:9-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, Romans 14:10, Hebrews 6:7-
12, 2 Timothy 2:12. It is only at the end of the age that things are summed up on earth as also in heaven, so Paul has
been waiting in heaven with all the other saints for nearly two thousand years now, yet he "felt" the reality of this event so
strongly, for it will be the climax of this age. His focus was on the realities of the Lord, and the fact that there was time
between when he would die and when he would receive rewards was of no concern to Paul. He was seeing the Lord
face the face (1 Corinthians 15) and that was enough until the plan of God had run its course.

In the churches the communion service reminds us that we remember the Lord's death, "until he comes", 1 Corinthians
11:26. We are told, like the men in the parable, to "occupy until he comes!" (Luke 19:11ff), and to be ready for his
appearing! (Luke 21:32 -36, John 21:22). Jesus told his disciples that he was going in order that he might return again to
bring all who love him into a new place of blessing forever with him, (John 14:3-28). The issue for us is that we express
our love for him appropriately, and that is by obedience to what he tells us to do, John 14:15, 21. John, in his first letter
goes even further reminding the churches that to truly love him we need to be daily, moment by moment occupied with
and abiding in him in our hearts, and that only as we let him fill our daily lives are we really ready for his appearing.
John calls us to "abiding" fellowship with him moment by moment, so that we are able to resist sin and bring glory to him
in all we do. 1 John 2:27 - 2:3.

It is the daily purification from sin that is the Lord's objective for us in our loving him. Purity of life and witness will always
be the result of loving him. 1 John 3:3. Harry Ironside told a good story to illustrate this. "l will never forget, as a boy, how
| used to be amazed as | heard an old preacher say in public prayer, 'Oh Lord, keep my eyes on the Lord Jesus, don't let
me become a wicked old man" (IBID, page 244).

It is our service in time that counts for the winning of rewards, and yet so few believers are gripped by either the desire to
receive reward or the necessity to serve. For Paul it was a drivenness that he could not control, "woe to me if preach not
the gospel!" 1 Corinthians 9:16-19. We all need such a spirit within us for it is the mark that we are true sons and
daughters of Christ.

APPLICATION
A. PERSONAL

Are we ready for our own death? This is the final and great test for all of us, and one we will all face unless we are part of
the Rapture Generation. Why isn't it spoken more of in our churches today? This is the last taboo subject in many places,
and for believers it should not be. A society is sick when it talks of sex openly, the pleasures of which last for a short
time, and refuses to talk of death, the consequences of last forever!

Paul was able to look back with great satisfaction and few regrets for time spent as a believer. This must be our goal as
believers for it is in the end of a life that we see the true value of it. One of the ancient philosophers said, "call no man
happy until he is dead". By this he meant, that it is only in the moments before death that you see whether the choices he
made really worked out for him and he was truly satisfied and happy with his lot. Paul is very relaxed with his place with
God and the role he has had, and he has great satisfaction seeing it completed.

Our final days are often simply a reflection of the whole tenor of our life. Paul had poured himself out in service
throughout his life and so the last pouring was just the natural continuation of that. Paul was not faced with any death
bed changes or confessions, he was going to die as he lived, consistently occupied with Christ and what he wanted
done. Paul appeals to us for consistency, to live each day as if it is our last, and so please our Lord every moment.

Paul was a warrior for the Lord and so are we all as members in his army, engaged in a daily battle against an enemy
that hates us. Daily to put our armour on, daily to receive our orders through prayer and Bible study, and daily to set our
guard against evil and sin in all its forms; all this is our task as soldiers of Christ. It is the fulfilment of this that wins the
Lord's praise, it is forgetting our place as soldiers that brings discipline to us in time and loss of reward in eternity.

Each of us have particular gifts and a place where these are to be ministered, and our job is to find this and be obedient
in our service. We are not to try to usurp the place of others but to fulfil our own commission from the Lord. We are to
"play by the rules" and not cause disruption or distress within the body of Christ but to work together with others to bring
glory to the Lord who laid down his life for us.  Our focus is to be on heaven not earth; we are to be heavenly minded
rather than earthly minded. As we have seen in a previous chapter this is an important test for us all; do the things of
time preoccupy us or do we keep our heart set on the things of God?

Are we awaiting his coming? Do we look forward to his rule over this earth? Are we showing this eagerness by and in our
service now? For that is the way such anticipation is truly shown!
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There is certainty in his return and there is certainty in the reception of rewards for all who will serve him now as they
should. Ironside reminds us of this point. "I do not know of any Scripture that promises rewards for post mortem gifts for
the work of the Lord, . . . itis far better to give what you can while in the body, for if given as unto the Lord this assures
reward in that day”, (IBID, page 249). So many leave things in their will to the Lord's work that they could have given
while alive, and shared then in a work and it's achievements. It is a good thing to leave things in a will to a work but there
is no benefit to the person involved in time or eternity. Why wait believer, give your time, prayer, and if the Lord has
blessed with money, give that now so that you may share in the work now as well as the blessings throughout eternity of
being part of a great work.

B. PASTORAL

The testimony of Paul must be the testimony we seek as pastors. Can we say now in our ministries that we are;

1. Fighting the fight that the Lord has placed us in with a whole hearted commitment to winning for him?

2. Striving by his rules to complete everything that is before us to do now, looking to satisfy his demands on our
life?

3. Obeying all orders received and guarding the truth we have received as the most precious thing we have?

Rewards are there not for us to glory in but for more glory to come to the Lord as throughout all eternity we will be visible
reminders of what the Lord's power was able to achieve with a mere man or woman who was simply committed to him.

This is a great legacy to leave us. A great way to go into eternity.
BIBLE TOPIC BOOK

Judgment Seat of Christ, Rewards and Crowns, Grace

LECTURE THREE -1TIMOTHY 5: 1-16
INTRODUCTION

This deals with fellow workers in the church. This is major topic for ministers. It is divided into three, the older people, the
younger people, the prayer warriors and the widows. We need to look at this in the Jewish context. Apart from Luke all
the Scripture was written by Jews. In Jewish culture of the day, the older person is over 40 the younger is under 40. You
are genuinely old over 60. Be careful in the way you deal with people in the congregation. The over 40's and particularly
the over 60's are going to be a source of strength in the church. It is the older people not the youth group which is your
strength, if well used in their appropriate role. A strong older group is a sign of a strong church.

There were no chapter divisions until the Bibles were printed. In verses 13-16 of chapter 4 Timothy as a young minister
must be an example of study, teaching and behaviour. He must teach and meditate on God's Word. Make sure that you
are right with the Lord, Paul urges. Do not be intimidated by the older people in the church, simply give the word
systematically as well as the gospel. He is to raise the flag high and to teach. When he is in the pulpit he is to use his gift
and not to be concerned by the grey hairs. Many people with grey hair have grey hair covering a baby soul. They have
never grown in the Lord.

ATTITUDE OF THE PASTOR

The mental attitude of the pastor is under the spot light here (Verses 1-2). The pastor must not look down on nor speak
down to anyone in the church. He must not arrogantly say anything, nor treat the Lord's people as if they are serfs to be
ordered; they are members of the Royal Family of God to be led!

Pastoral authority is spoken loudest about by those who have no business holding it! True pastoral authority is the
authority to teach, to lead, to set an example, and to suffer first for the faith; it is never authority to tell others what they
are to do other than by direct teaching of the Scriptures.

Authority and power, even the legitimate teaching authority of the pastor can have an effect on vulnerable people, and
stopping abuse of this is in view here. Paul lays down very strict guidelines, or protocols, for the exercise of correction by
the pastor.

The pastor may see sin or disobedience in a person's life and if this is so he must stand up for the Biblical truth and
verbally correct the person but it must be done in a spirit of love (Ephesians 4 : 15), with concern for the other believer's
spiritual growth. The objective of pastoral discipline/authority is always that the person being disciplined changes and
grows spiritually to become more useful to the Lord for advancing his work.
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The other vital principle here is that the pastor must never come between a husband and his wife, a child and their
parents; his role is to enhance marital and family relationships, never to replace them with dependency on himself.

SEXUAL TEMPTATION

Sexual infidelity is a major cause of men leaving the ministry in Western countries today. In a theological college known
to the author over one third of the graduates of five years ago have left their ministry because of marital infidelity! Paul
lays down guidelines that if taken seriously would protect the pastor from danger. "Many a person has ended up in
sorrow or disgrace because no-one was willing to say a word of caution”, and in this area of inter-personal ministerial
relationships caution, humility, and care is required. (R H Mounce "Pass It On" page 65)

The first protocol is directed towards men who are older than the pastor. He is not to "bawl them out", or verbally talk
down to them in any way. He is to show respect and there is to be no hint of arrogance. To the younger men he is to
behave as towards his own brothers with equality of dealing. The pastor is not to "pull rank" on people.

Towards the women he is to behave in a dignified way with respect towards the older as to his own mother, and with
purity of mind from sexual sin towards those who are younger or the same age as him. Keeping up his guard against
sexual temptation is the major focus here.

As A T Robertson noted, "nothing will so easily make or mar the young preacher as his conduct with young women".
(quoted in G B Wilson page 71). As Fernando states, "the story of the church is tainted with innumerable examples of
the fall of ministers who presumed that they were exceptions to the rule in the area of relationships with the opposite sex"
(page 124).

A. PERSONAL APPLICATION

As members of the Royal Family of God we must have an attitude towards other believers as towards brothers and
sisters, mothers and fathers. We are all equal in God's sight and there is no-one who is to lord it over anyone else. No
putting on what used to be called "airs and graces", or abuse and arrogance. Humility, love, wisdom, tact, and
tenderness should characterise our dealings with other believers.

B. PASTORAL APPLICATION

Pastoral authority is, at its heart, the responsibility to tell the truth in love to all under your pastoral care and to treat all
with respect and with ultimate concern for their everlasting well being. There is no room for yelling, screaming, hatred,
envy, abusive language, high handed and arrogant tone of voice, or any other power based approach to God's people.
The pastor is to preach and teach and exhort and correct in plain speech with love that is clear to all. If discipline is to be
applied it is to be applied with calm words and a quiet and prayerful spirit. If people are disobedient they are to be
removed from the church but this is till done with an attitude that is open to their return after repentance.

The ministry is no place for a power hungry person. The "hunger" God seeks from us is the hunger to serve him and
worship him, and teach others to do the same.

VERSES 3-16

This section, has one central phrase which sums up Paul's concern. It is the phrase, "widows indeed", and indicates
what Paul's point is here; it is to ensure that the widows of the church who really need the help get it, and that there is not
one piece of money spent in an area where it doesn't need to be. Paul is talking about the very modern concept of
targeting relief to the needy, and the equally vital aspect of this, which is family responsibility. The church did not and
must not pick up the monetary responsibility for those who have families that should! Once again the concept that the
pastor must not come between a family and it's members and their responsibilities. Nothing the pastor does is to
undermine marriage or the extended family unit.

For a woman who had lost her husband life in the ancient world was tough and dangerous. If she did not have help from
her relatives she could die of starvation, as there were few opportunities for a woman to earn money to support herself.
The danger that she would be driven to prostitution was a real one then, as it is still today in some places.

The church was to meet the needs of the believing widows; it was to "honour" them by providing them enough money or
food to enable them to live and support themselves. In Acts 6 as we have already seen the early church at Jerusalem
established the deacons to administer aid to the widows. It is here that the rules relating to them are given.

RULES INVOLVING WIDOWS

The rules are clear;

1. Widows with children who should be able to support them are not to receive any money from the church, the
children are to meet their obligation to support their mother.
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2. Widows with any other living relatives are not to be supported, because any living niece or nephew, brother, or
sister has an obligation to their kin.

3. A genuine widow, is desolate (monoo), that is she has been left alone with no fault on her part. She has not
divorced, or killed her husband for example. She does not have anyone to assist her at all.

4. The true widow trusts in God and is known for her faith, resting in the promises of God's Word. It is her faith and
confidence in God that brings its reward with the churches support.

5. The money she receives comes with a responsibility for her to meet in return. She must commit herself to daily
and nightly prayer for the church. To receive money means you are "enrolled" in the churches prayer warrior
team and must pray for the ministry. The word here is the same one used for soldiers being "signed on" in the
army, and it is clear that this is what Paul had in mind. The receipt of money involved an obligation.

6. A widow is not to live in self centred gratification and personal pleasure. There is nothing here against enjoying
yourself, but the widow is to be using her money for living and opportunity for the Lord's work not for personal
pleasures.

There are further qualifications in the next verses. The clear intention is to establish a "roll" of widows and co-ordinate
their prayer warrior work for the benefit of the church. By the third century there was a formal order of widows who
ministered to the church in prayer and good works.

As W M Ramsay was to note, "Paul felt that the reputation of the church in pagan society as well as its future
development depended largely on the conduct of it's women." ("Pictures of the Apostolic Church" page 349). The prayer
work and the social work able to be done by the older women was significant for the church.

Fernando notes, "they were like the batteries of a torch, inside, unrecognised, but the source of power. Dare we then
despise the aged!" (page 57). W Wiersbhe goes further, "it has been my experience that godly widows are the spiritual
powerhouse in the church”. (page 69).

If a believer does not support his family's widows he is to be publicly rebuked and shamed into meeting his obligation.
To be called "worse than an unbeliever" would be a great insult. The standards we live by are higher than those of the
world and we have a solemn obligation to care for our own family and for them not to be a burden on anyone else. This is
a part of our witness to the world.

A. PERSONAL APPLICATION

A true "widow" trusts in God alone, verse five, and practises the faith rest life in daily living. A godly woman can be given
money to support herself so that she can better serve to Lord in deeds of works of prayers. It is service that is in view
here.

There is a challenge to us all here in our self centred cultures that place a high value on pleasure, feeling good, and
"meeting our own needs". The Lord and Paul call us back to the true moral ground which notes that the believer is to fulfil
their obligations before they seek to meet their own needs. Self centred pleasure is not to be a goal for the believer of
any age!

To fail to meet our obligations is to come under the heavy judgement of God. When Paul refers to such people as "worse
than unbelievers" he is indicating that such people are outside God's purpose, plan and provision, and are thereby in the
place of judgement. It is a serious thing to fall short of God's standards.

B. PASTORAL APPLICATION

Each pastor is to keep a list of approved widows and he is to ensure they are cared for, through the work of the deacons.
Their relief is to be co-ordinated by the pastor, and they are to be briefed on the prayer tasks so that they might
intelligently support the work. This requires co-ordination by the pastor but in this writer's experience it is an
administrative task that repays tremendous dividends.

VERSES 9-10

Here we have further rules to be applied, in addition to the previous ones, before a woman is entered into the list of
widows to be supported by the church.

As we go through this is becomes clear just how far many of our churches have strayed from the standards of the early
church. The challenge of these verses is to return to our roots and establish any aid program we run on this basis and on
this basis alone.

1. The widow had to be 60 years of age or over. Until then she was expected to be able to look after herself with
the support of family and friends.
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2. She had to have been a "one woman man". If she had been married several times, or been unfaithful or
immoral, she was not to be supported. Paul is going to order the younger widows to remarry, thus under this
rule making themselves ineligible for later support. Paul's reasoning appears to have been thus; if she has
remarried she has a wider circle of family who can be drawn on for her support, both in the short term and later
in her life.

There is another possibility here; that the real emphasis is, as with the pastor, on "faithful to one person", not on
whether she had been married several times. It is clear that Paul has immorality as his major target; no immoral
man or woman is to hold a position of authority and responsibility in the church. The church was not to support
immoral women who, "tidied up their act", just in the last years of their life either. It is a persistently moral life
that is required to qualify.

3. She had to have had a reputation for good works. Her name was to be associated with works of charity and love
and this had to be "witnessed" by many. Evidence had to be gathered before widows were supported.

4. She had to have been a good mother and to have completed her role well. Her children would have died, or
they would be supporting her, but they were brought up well.

5. She had to have had an "open home" to other believers in need.

6. Washing the saints feet, refers back to our Lord's act in John 13, especially verse 14, where we are all
encouraged to follow our Lord's example in humble service to others, even being prepared to do the service of a
common slave for another believer.

7. To relieve the afflicted means she aided those under great pressure, even possibly risking her life to assist the
families of the martyrs. She was a person who would assist where-ever she could.

8. The fruit of her life was all good. She had good works to back her verbal testimony. Matthew 7:16 -20.
A. PERSONAL APPLICATION

This is the standard for all Christian behaviour and we are all obliged to meet this. Paul is not listing a hopelessly
impossible criteria for the widow so that the church would not have to enrol anyone. He is reminding us that this is the
standard for all Christian life and service and there is no support for anyone not reaching this standard.

B. PASTORAL APPLICATION

Application of these rules is the responsibility of the pastor and one can imagine that there may have been some
argument in some cases. The criteria had to be applied and applied consistently. The church was not to become a social
welfare agency, where all needs were met. If a person was in need because of their own immoral life and choices they
were left to face the consequences of their acts; the Lord's money was not used to support a person who violated God's
standards, nor to protect them from the consequences of their actions. The pastor had to be ready to publicly justify the
decisions made in these issues and to warn the people that their lives now set them up for their old age, for blessing or
for judgement.

We have become very liberal in the way we apply welfare help, and we are not scripturally right in so doing. The Lord's
money is never to be used to support a person who has lived an immoral or wasted life. The only aid the church should
give is towards those who have served the Lord well in word and deed, and who will continue to do so in prayer in
response to the aid received.

VERSES 11 - 16

It appears that the promise made by the widows when accepting the churches support was akin to a marriage vow; to
commit themselves to the Lord as to a husband and that they would spend the rest of their lives to serve the Lord and
the church. All such vows within Jewish society were looked upon very seriously and to break them was to bring
judgement upon the person who had fallen short of the vow / oath they had taken.

All oaths / vows were voluntary but once they were taken they were deemed to be binding for life. Paul was a very
practical man; he saw that a young widow would be initially full of desire to serve the Lord and want to be enrolled as a
prayer warrior but that her own natural and acceptable sexual desires would re-assert themselves in the months and
years after the death of her husband. He didn't want to have Timothy or any other pastor in the position where they had
to turn away a keen young woman from service because of this issue, as they would be insulted and offended by it. To
avoid this he makes a blanket rule that excludes all young women knowing that if they are keen on serving the Lord He
will provide a place in a new marriage where they can serve without sexual tension.

The phrase "wax wanton" has no negative association in the Greek, it simply reflects a normal return to sexual interest.
Paul makes it clear that no promises are to be made after a time of grief, for normal sexual desire will probably return
and if it does it is God's way of saying, there is a person out there for you. Refer 1 Corinthians 7.
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As C K Barrett notes, "the desire for marriage in young widows is natural and is not condemned, celibacy is asked of
none, and is discouraged, save in those, who by reason of age, could find it no strain." (page 76) Paul tries to ensure that
no young woman is placed in a situation where she could be under the Lord's judgement for breaking her word/promise.

Fernando expresses it this way; "we see Paul's realism. Knowing the make up of younger women he showed that it is
unfair and unwise to make demands of them that are unnatural to their physical desires." (page 126 - 127).

The dangers mentioned here are those that occur when people have time on their hands without a clear focus and
mission for each day. If a person, be they male or female, lacks clear focus, and receives financial support for doing
nothing, they will soon drift into the behaviours mentioned in verse thirteen. Without clear daily work goals people quickly
drift into idle activities and gossip, where their attention is focused on things that are of no real consequence at all. The
major problem with inaction is that things that busy people have no time for the idler is pre-occupied with.

Paul has no time for those who are wilfully unemployed, as he notes in 2 Thessalonians 3: 6 - 12, and orders all
believers to be busy in their chosen work, or what is available in the area. No believer is to be idle! The message is
clear; if we can work for our meals we should and no-one should help an able bodied person who is capable of working
for themselves.

Paul orders that the way out of this dilemma is for the younger widows to remarry. Paul is operating, as noted above, on
the doctrinal principle that if we are alive and have sexual desire then the Lord has someone out there for us and our role
is to wait until we find them. If a young widow does not, or is not prepared to wait for their new mate, then they are likely
to fall into even greater error. Paul notes that some of the widows have already got into trouble because of Timothy's
previous policy and the enemy is able to mock the church because of it. Some widows may even have left the church
under sexual temptation and gone of with pagans; this is what may have happened, and clearly it is what Paul feared
would happen.

Paul's last point here is to reinforce the point that the Lord's money, given to the church, is not to be used for any
purpose other than that authorized by the apostles or the Lord. Especially is not to be given to people who are able to
care for themselves, or have others who should care for them.

A. PERSONAL APPLICATION

Believers witness by their words but the door of opportunity is opened by the life and those who do not work, when they
can, do not have a witness. If we cannot work the Lord will provide for us, as we are obedient, but if we can work at
anything we should. Believers who do not care for their own also close the door for witness also, and Paul reminds us all
that we must meet our responsibilities and care for our parents, and our uncles and aunts in the Lord. The Bible is clear
that our responsibilities go to our extended family not just to our nuclear family.

If we are without a marital partner through death, we are to seek the Lord's guidance for another partner. If we are young
and we feel sexual desire we can be sure that the Lord has a person for us and that we are to wait for them prayerfully.

B. PASTORAL APPLICATION

The church is not to spend the Lord's money on any person who is able to support themselves, or find someone who is
able to support them in a marriage. There is no support in Scripture for the "do good" schemes that many churches
operate today where the Lord's money is given to alcoholics and drug addicts and criminals before they have even given
themselves to the Lord!

This is a shameful thing and will draw the Lord's judgement. Our responsibility is to give the gospel to the unbelievers we
meet not money; money is to be given to those who preach the gospel, and teach doctrine and to the widows who back
them up in prayer.

Paul moves from this subject to the subject of paying the pastor. There is no accident in this, for if we spend our money
in social work that we shouldn't there will not be enough to fully support and reward the faithful preachers of the word.

The pastors job is not to select partners for the widows, nor to allow anyone to come in with "words of knowledge" telling
them who to marry. They are to simply wait on the Lord and listen to their own heart and the Lord will guide them. The
pastor is not a match maker he is a doctrine teacher, to encourage them to faith and confidence. The Lord will provide for
all our needs. Philippians 4:19.

Referto BTB - CHARITY - WIDOWS, WORK

LECTURE 4 -: INTRODUCTION - EVANGELISM

INTRODUCTION
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Evangelism the Church on Fire by Sumner is the main text. [ECFS] that | will use, and quote from. If you have a copy,
you should read a chapter a week.

There are two basic premises in this study, the first is, "what saith the Scripture" Galatians 4:30. Guidance for
evangelism as well as all other things in the Christian life are delineated in the Scriptures. If you cannot find it either the
Lord has not given it or you have not looked in the right place.

The second principle is found in Philippians 3:17 - "be followers together of me". God's servants who formed the early
church should be used as an example. It is the Acts and letters of the New Testament that we should follow for our
example. We follow the Apostles rather than modern evangelists.

Scripture is our source and resource for study. A lot of what goes on as evangelism today is not Biblical. We start with
the Scripture, we finish with the Scripture and the other books are supplementary; so while | will quote from some books,
the only true "text" for evangelism is Scripture.

ROMANS 10:1-17

We should read this chapter and meditate on it. Here Paul desires the salvation of Israel. Paul does not however pray
that the Lord save Israel, for he knows how God works; so must we if we are to be evangelists. God has told us how “to
pray in evangelistic situations. If we are going to walk with Him we need to pray in accordance with the Scriptures.

Look at Paul; he says "Lord open their eyes that they might see". He prayed that those he met would be under the
conviction of the Holy Spirit and be saved. He asks that they might be convicted of sin, righteousness and that the way of
human good, apart from God's will, is not the way to be saved. He prays in accordance with John 16:8-11, so should we!

BTB - Human Good - Divine Good.

Paul is concerned about the self righteousness of Israel and asks the Lord to show them that their righteousness is
nothing and that if they continue in that regard they will be judged in the company of Satan. He gives the message of
salvation in verse 8 and prays that the unbeliever may hear the message when he gives it to them. We should also ask
that the Lord use us to save the lost.

If you are a soldier of Christ you need to go out and find the battles. The fisherman goes to where the fish are. We need
to pray for the salvation of the lost Paul's way. You must be willing to talk to the lost and be where the lost are. You
therefore have to be out there in the world. Jesus said that as a lamp on the hill we need to be seen. Let your light shine.
Paul seeks the lost and is asking for others to follow him in the quest for the lost.

Verse 4 shows that only saving faith will deliver them. They must hear the truth and respond to it under the Holy Spirit's
urging. Christ is the only object for saving faith, he alone saves. Romans 8:1-4.

Verse 9-13 - He is the message and we lift him up in evangelism. There is no other subject other than Christ; he alone
gives the unbeliever hope.

Verse 14-17 - The challenge for us all is that there be enough preachers out there doing the job of evangelism. They
must have the right spirit of prayer, the right message, and the right focus; to lift him up that all might be drawn to him
and in Holy Spirit empowered faith believe to salvation.

BASIC PRINCIPLES OF EVANGELISM

Paul gives us basic principles for evangelism here:-

1. All evangelists must feel a burden for the lost, their own people and others.
2. Prayer must take that burden to the Lord for his Holy Spirit's moving upon the lost.
3. All fellow believers should join together in prayer for the lost and for the evangelist 1 Timothy 5. Every

evangelist recruits others to join them in the work.
4, The evangelist must tell the truth. There is one way alone for people to be saved.

5. The evangelist must use God's Word alone. You must use the Word of God and that alone. It alone, has the
promise of Isaiah 55:11.

ROMANS 1:14-17

Romans 1:14-17 shows the burden Paul feels as a debtor to all men; he believes he owes the unbeliever the gospel.
Evangelism is not an optional extra. These people are going to go to hell therefore they need to hear the gospel.

First he says, | feel the burden for the lost.
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Secondly he notes the training issue. Paul notes that he is ready to preach; sadly most are not today! You can only give
the gospel when you know the gospel. Many Christians do not know the gospel well enough to give it.

Thirdly, we are not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. It does not matter what people say you are to give them the gospel.
It does not matter if you are shy or embarrassed you give the gospel as you are dealing with eternal issues. If you get a
person who is committed to a product you cannot shut them up or kill their enthusiasm because it is their product. Paul
says that he knows the product and that it is the only one that saves.

ROMANS 10:18-32

Here Paul was realistic in his understanding of those to whom he was giving the gospel. In these verses there is a
tremendous catalogue of evil, perverts, thugs, and thieves. Paul says that he is committed to them all and will give them
the gospel if they will listen. There are as lot of people who are put off by some obnoxious unbeliever. A hell doomed
sinner is not going to care about what you think. You should not be offended when the unbeliever takes the Lord's name
in vain. These people are going to hell because they reject the Lord Jesus Christ. You have the remedy.

We should not get sidetracked trying to get them tidied up before you give the gospel to them. These people are sinners
who Christ died for; nothing must come between you and that person and the gospel. You are not here to be an ecologist
you are here to be an evangelist. You are not here to clean up fishponds you are here to fish in the fishponds. Matthew
4:19.

1 CORINHTIANS 6:9-11

Turn to 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 and read the passage. These people no longer practise their sin but the sort of people they
were is eye opening. There are those who used to be one or other of the two types of homosexuals, those who take the
female role and those who take the male. They are classified as effeminate and those that abuse each other.

Here we have a church which is made up of people who were extremely unsavoury characters, thieves, thugs, robbers
and homosexuals but they have all been transformed by the fact that they have believed in Christ. It does not matter how
bad people are they are candidates for the gospel. We should pray that we be given opportunity to give the gospel to
people. Show them they need a Saviour.

These people were very wicked but they had been transformed. The believer has good news for the unbeliever but often
believers giving the gospel try to make people give up things prior to receiving the gospel. This is not biblical!

Let the Holy Spirit transform them; it is he who leads them to saving faith, and he can lead them to holiness also.
Remember the Lord's words Matthew 9:12,13, Mark 2:17, Luke 5: 31, 32. "I came not to call the righteous but sinners to
repentance."

CHURCH GROWTH

The Biblical principle of starting a church is to preach the gospel and build your church on converts not sheep stealing. A
good example was a Salvation Army fellow who went to the Gold Coast in Queensland and started building the church
on converts. After a while he asked the locals for a list of the worst ten men in the area and them systematically set
about praying for their conversion. Within a short number of years they were all converted and when that officer went to
China as a missionary one of the ten took over as leader of the church.

Church growth is not based on public relations. Church growth is related to evangelism. This is what you see in Acts and
the Epistles, the people giving the gospel in a prayerful manner and people coming to a saving knowledge of Christ and
multiplying the church.

HOLY SPIRIT - REGENERATOR

The Spirit is the executive power in evangelism - refer to Ephesians 2:1-5. The unbeliever is dead in trespasses and sins.
You walk with the Spirit in this area. Only the Spirit can break through this Satanic lie. A believer can talk to an unbeliever
until he is blue in the face but it is the Holy Spirit which does the conversion. This is why prayer and evangelism go hand
in hand. Evangelism is praying and saying. Our job is to give the facts from the Scriptures but only He breaks through.
Candidates for evangelism are all in Satan's camp and are under his control, they are spiritually dead.

If the person does not respond pull back and pray. Give the gospel but if you see the shutters come down pull back. You
give them the gospel (or pray) until you or they die. While they are alive there is hope. You will sometimes find that when
the unbeliever dies slowly over a long period that they will respond at the end. Once they die however there is no
chance. We must recognise that we are called to be evangelists and are called to work in accordance with God's grace.
You do not do the work, he does.

FIRST PRINCIPLES
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Let us revise the "First principles".
1. The Bible is the text book, the apostles are our role models.
2. The Holy Spirit converts, the Holy Spirit within you will give a burden for the lost. You must follow the guidelines,

walking and talking in the power of the Holy Spirit and must be sensitive to His moving on the unbeliever so that
when you see the door open you walk through it. Many people are harangued out of heaven.

3. The mental attitude of the evangelist is that they are debtor, not ashamed and ready.
4, Evangelism is giving them the answer to the pressing need in their soul.
5. Evangelism is about grace; God has the power, God does the work, God gets the glory, and we(and the saved

ones) get the blessing.

REFER TO BTB - HUMAN GOOD - DIVINE GOOD., EVANGELISM

LECTURE 5 - BEING AN AMBASSADOR
2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5

Read this passage and see Paul's strong point. We are God's ambassadors. We are to make full proof of our ministry.
There is no way to avoid this. We must be evangelists. If evangelism in the church is dead it is because there is a
problem with the minister. If the church is cold it is because the fire has gone out in the pulpit. When D.L. Moody was
asked how to revive a cold church he said build a large fire in the pulpit.

Dr Robert Sumner says, "Brethren, let's quit alibiing ourselves, and face our sins. The whole matter comes down to this.
Each member must consecrate themselves. Generalities will not do. When the church members stop talking about what
they think may, can, must, might, should, ought would be done, and begin to ask, "Lord, what will you have me to do?",
then the revival will come with power.

1 TIMOTHY 4:13-16

Read 1 Timothy 4:13-16. Here Paul made it clear that Timothy was responsible for those who heard him. As an
evangelist and a minister we need to be obedient to the great commission. We need to take the Word seriously. The
revival will come when people are willing to say, "What do you want me to do Lord?" Here am | Lord send me. We have
to win the battle against ourselves before we can win the battle against Satan. Having stoked up the fire you encourage
people to be followers of you.

The Sunday School is the biggest field of evangelism in the church. It is most important and should be a major
importance in the church. The children in the Sunday school should have chairs and desks rather than the congregation.
They should have priority. Many of the children are from unbelieving homes and are unsaved and must be treated better.

You must put emphasis on those children. Put you heart and souls into it. You are sowing the seeds of their awareness
of the Lord Jesus Christ. If your organisation is chaotic and you have not got your lessons well planned and are not ready
to start when the children arrive you are saying that you do not care enough to get organised. Children pick up your
expectations and attitudes and if you are enthusiastic and organised you will get through to them.

Evangelism is not restricted to the young but can also be very effective at the other end of the scale. Go into old peoples
homes and talk to people about doctrine. The people in there are waiting to die in Christ. These people need to know
God's Word. We must be committed to it. The old people are the power of the church if they pray. Feed them doctrine
and get them praying for you.

ECFS on page 16 states that an analysis of the church revealed that in evangelical churches in the USA 20% of people
never pray, 25% of the people never read their Bibles, 30% never attend church, 40% never give to any cause, 50%
never go to Sunday schools, 60% never attend a Sunday evening service, 70% never give to missions, 80% never go to
prayer meeting, 90% never have family worship, 95% never win a soul to Christ.

What is your motive for evangelism? That you love Him and you want others to see the person that you love. You should
not get into evangelism because of embarrassment. There are some who will evangelise because they want to have a
relationship with someone else on the team. We must have the right motives. You must have the Holy Spirit burning in
you with love for your Lord and wanting others to know about it as well.
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Chafer in his systematic theology volume 7 says that evangelism is, " The act of presenting to the unsaved the evangel,
the good news, the gospel of God's saving grace through Christ Jesus".

ECFS - page 26 - Evangelism is getting the Word of God to the people. The Bible has the answer to every problem. The
answer is to get the Word to the people. Evangelism is an active thing. It is the church obeying, it is the church following,
it is the activity of the church doing the will of God, bringing glory to God by magnifying the person and work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Evangelism is the responsibility of every believer although there is a specific spiritual gift of evangelism.

BTB - Evangelism, Spiritual Gifts, Witnessing
AMBASSADORS

Look at 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 . The Holy Spirit through Paul is expanding on the great commission of Matthew 28. The
starting point for evangelism is our becoming new people - verse 17. Unless you are made new and the Holy Spirit is
having His way with you, you are not going to ever see the Holy Spirit having His way with unbelievers you talk to.

Look also at Romans 8: 9-11. The Holy Spirit's work is initially upon you to effect a change. Secondly it is the work of
God on others. If we have not been transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are candidates for evangelism not
evangelists! All things are of God who has reconciled us. It is because the Lord Jesus Christ has reconciled us that we
are changed. We must deal with sin in our lives, and ensure we are neither grieving nor quenching the Holy Spirit in our
life. Ephesians 4:30, 1 Thessalonians 5:19. If we have sinned then we must go to 1 John 1:5 -10 and confess.

Now go back to 2 Corinthians 5:19. We have a message of reconciliation in making God's plan clear to others.
Evangelism is the taking of the message of God to others who need it. You are an ambassador for Christ to declare his

policy.
BTB - Ambassadorship.

We should have the same attitude as Andrew had when he took his brother Simon to meet Jesus. You are under a
higher law than those of the nation that you are serving in.

We need to have a real commitment to our job as an Ambassador. We must walk in obedience to the instructions found
in God's Word, walk in fellowship with Him and depend entirely on the power of the Holy Spirit as it is only Him that can
break through the blindness.

Doctrine of Total Depravity - you cannot win anybody to Christ, it is only the work of the Holy Spirit that can change
things. 2 Corinthians 4 : 3, 4 (Read this.). Before Paul talks about ambassadorship he talks about depravity. The problem
with the unbeliever is sin and spiritual blindness. You cannot break through that but you can pray that the Holy Spirit will.

John 16:8-11 - you have to claim this promise and also John 6:44, 63.
BTB - Election and Predestination

We need to walk and work in harmony with the Holy Spirit otherwise it will be wasted effort. Biblical evangelism must be
totally Holy Spirit dependent, constantly in fellowship with God through prayer. We must be a changed person with a
Biblical message, the message of reconciliation. God only uses pure, holy clean, vessels. Evangelism brings you into
holiness of life and prayerfulness of walk.

REFER BTB - EVANGELISM, SPIRITUAL GIFTS, WITNESSING, AMBASSADORSHIP. ELECTION AND
PREDESTINATION

LECTURES 6 AND 7 - BEING AN HONEST WITNESS..
Witnessing is evangelism. The topic is being an honest witness; being personally prepared for the work of evangelism.
LUKE 24:44-49

Turn to Luke 24:44-49 and read this passage. Note that between the resurrection and Pentecost the early church was
studying the Word and praying daily, at times with the Lord there amongst them. Note that the resurrection appearances,
these miracles, did not stop them opening the Bible, rather the reverse, the miraculous appearances of the Lord drove
them into deeper and more fervent Bible study. They did all this while they waited for the power of God in accordance
with the lord's promise to them (verse 49).

There is a need for power from God to be able to fulfil the great commission. They were told to wait to receive the Holy
Spirit's power before they were to go out. We as believers must witness in the power of the Holy Spirit or we are wasting
our time. Prayer and evangelism are inseparable, and they are directed by the power of the Holy Spirit for effective
witnessing.
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The Lord is a fulfilment of the Old Testament. The one who had been promised since the Garden of Eden had come. He
not only came but he came to suffer for the sins of the world. Note the content of the apostolic evangelical message.
(context of Luke 24)

1. He came to fulfil the promises made through the OT prophets.

2. He came to teach, heal, do miracles to prove who he was; the unique person of the universe, God become
man.

3. He came to deal with the sin problem of mankind.

4, The cross was not a defeat, but a victory over sin, and the resurrection was the victory over death itself. The
resurrection proved for all time that what he did was both successful and acceptable to God as the final sacrifice
for sin.

5. Repentance and remission of sins is to be preached to all peoples everywhere; He is a universal saviour.

Having seen the message and the source of power for the message, how are we going to be worthy to take the
message? We are sinners, however in Christ we have been justified, we have been given the job of ambassadors. In our
own strength we would never be worthy, but in his power we are ready and enabled to do the job.

It is GRACE all the way; in grace we were saved, in grace given a new position, and in grace empowered to be
ambassadors for the one who loved us and gave himself for us.

Turn to Romans 7:14 - 8 : 2. Read this passage. Note how Paul felt unworthy, but that did not stop him preaching.
Believers are saved sinners going to sinners who are not saved telling them that they can be saved. | have a solution,
you can say. They have a disaster on their hands, you have the only remedy. As we have an answer we should use it in
our own life moment by moment to ensure we are holy and pure vessels. We need to be clean. The cleansing work of
the Spirit allows us to be fit vessels for his use.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:5-7

Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:5-7 Read these verses. We, in earthly vessels, have nothing in ourselves, to offer others other
than that which is poured into us. This is a verse of hope to all of us, as we live in our all too "earthly vessels". In the
ancient world many of the lamps were made out of clay pots filled with oil and with a wick out the spout. This is the
"vessel" that Paul has in mind here.

If it ran out of oil the wick would burn up and the light would fail whereas with oil in the lamp the oil burnt and the wick
remained. Paul says that we are, as believers like these old beaten up clay lamps, but oil filled (Holy Spirit filled), we can
give forth a bright light, and do so all our lives. Our challenge, as the Lord made clear in Matthew 25:1-13, is to keep oil
in our lamps; that is, to ensure we are dalily filled with the Holy Spirit.

The Lord also said that a lamp should not be hidden. Matthew 5:14-16. If you preach it must be in the power of the Spirit.
This makes witnessing, of course, a true fruit of the Holy Spirit. Turn over briefly to Galatians 5:15-26, and read this.
Feet shod with the gospel of peace! In other words we are to walk in the power of the Holy Spirit.

BTB - Holy Spirit - Filling of the Spirit, Spirituality, Attitude

We are to be examples which others are to follow. It is therefore of great importance that the teachers life is right. If your
thinking is based on God's Word the rest of your life will fall into line. Practice what you preach!

If you do not go with the right mental attitude it will not be effective.
EPHESIANS 5:18-21

Turn over in your Bibles to, Ephesians 5:18-21. This sections is just one sentence in the Greek. You cannot as an
evangel