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LECTURE 1 - INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY
INTRODUCTION

It is important that you understand the Scriptures as they were written. In order to teach the subject you need to teach it
in the historic context. Only as people understand it are they able to understand what is being said, and through the
teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, apply it in their lives and change them. The purpose of all Bible Study, and our
objective in all we do through this Bible College is that Christians are changed to become more and more like Christ.
Any other objective is not a biblical objective.

It is important to understand each and every book in the New Testament. This includes seeing who wrote it, to whom,
where was it written from, and under what circumstances. While all Scripture is not written to us, all Scripture is for us. It
is very important to discern the reason for every portion of the Word of God. The Holy Spirit is the final author of
Scripture. To get the Spiritual growth that is the pre-requisite for service, we need to practise confession of sin regularly,
make ourselves available for bible study often, to which we add understanding and moment by moment resting in faith in
what we have believed, and then make daily application to life situations, of what we have believed, and then we get
growth.

This may be expressed in a " Formula for Growth " It is therefore - C [Confession] + BS [Bible Study] + U
[Understanding]+ FR [Faith Rest] + A [Application ] = G [Growth]

Remember the old saying of Dr David L Cooper. " A text out of its context is a pretext". If you get a text taken out of
context you can make it mean almost anything. Our purpose is to make the context clear and in that way open up the
meaning also.

A word about translations of the Bible before we advance. We use the KJV English translation of the Bible. In the KJV
they kept the grammar of the original Greek, and aimed for a literal rendering of passages, whereas the newer versions
have not. Whatever is the best translation in your local language should be used.

Pick one completed by Bible scholars who you know loved the Lord, and preferably pick a translation that has a long
track record of use for evangelism in your culture. We must remember when teaching a passage of scripture to explain
the grammatical context, the historical context and the cultural context. For instance to understand the letters to the
Corinthians we need to know the culture and practices of the day, and then the rules about hair and wine and other
things become clear.

For instance a woman with short hair in Corinth was a prostitute whereas in Perth nowadays such a hair do is not
uncommon. In Corinth the person with short uncovered hair was a sacred prostitute of the Temple of Diana. There would
be a torchlight procession down from the Temple of Diana every evening and if a young Christian woman was out
without a head covering on she could be picked up for a prostitute. The new believers had the liberty not to have the
head covering on but it was a foolish thing to do, for the message it gave in their culture was not the one Paul wanted
believers to give.

Also the pagan philosophers wore their hair long with long bushy beards. Paul therefore said for men to keep their hair
short so that there would be a contrast with the pagan philosopher. Application of these two "rules" is now a little clearer;
the Christians should not look like pagans in any way. There should be a visible difference between us and the people
we are to witness to. Anything associated with the evil of the past is to be shunned, and we are to stand out as
"Ambassadors for Christ".

BIBLE TEACHING

To achieve this sort of teaching, Bible study should be done in three stages. It should be done in a systematic way.
You should get the whole picture first and should never teach a book unless you have read it several times right through,
preferably with different translations.

You then need to get the Bible Encyclopaedia out and get the background to it. Who wrote it, when they wrote it, who
they wrote it to, what was happening at the time. Then you need to start analysing the text. What does the whole book
teach.

We need to get an outline of the book. We find that different commentaries have different outlines with different ones
having valuable insights of the truth in them. The third thing is to apply it to your life first, before it is taught.

In summary. What questions should you ask when you open God's Word? Who, why, where, what, when and how.
We need to see the problems or subjects covered in the book and how the human author has covered them. Each of the
authors of Scripture have a personality which is different from another. We see as an example the different styles of the
four gospels.

Turn to and read, NTJ - page 15 - the History of the New Testament writings. Read the last paragraph on the page.

INSPIRATION AND INERRANCY
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It should be noted that the inspiration of the Scriptures is in the original languages. Jude makes it very clear that the faith
was once and for all delivered by the Apostles. We need to check the accuracy back to the original languages; and
praise God, for his protection of this book, we can do this.

Inerrancy separates two schools of thought in the church today in the evangelical camp, the neo - evangelicals and the
fundementalists. The fundamentalist position (which is ours) is based in this area on the position of inerrancy in the
original documents. If you have a text book which talks about deutero-Isaiah you know that you have got a liberal on your
hands. The Lord Jesus Christ teaches Isaiah as a whole was written by one person. The Lord was a fundamentalist.
The mystery of Christ would be an enigma without the Old Testament. Similarly much of the Old Testament would be an
enigma without the New; both are valuable and essential.

Turn to and read, Hebrews 1:1-2 - in the past he spoke through the prophets, now he speaks through His son. When we
begin the New Testament we do not eliminate the Old. Certain things are replaced in the New Testament, but all things
here stand upon the shoulders of the great saints of the OT.

How do we know that the Bible that we have in our hands is accurate? The answer is involved with the history of the New
Testament. We are told in Jude that the Word of God was given once and for all by the Apostles under the power of the
Holy Spirit. The issue is not the version or translation we hold, but what the Spirit says to the churches through the
apostles. If you know the history of the manuscripts you are confronted with a series of miracles that are absolutely
phenomenal. God's hand is in it all.

Within the English speaking peoples we have a group who call themselves, "KJV Only"; they believe that only the KJV
translation is inspired of God and all others are of the devil. The "KJV Only", group is completely ignorant of history. They
would not read history because it was, according to them, of the devil. We dismiss their viewpoint as a sidetrack from the
truth and an aberration. We love the KJV but it is just one of many good translations in English, and each language group
must select the best one to use, as we indicate above. The KJV is still one of the best translation even though it has
some poor translations of some passages in it. At least with the KJV you know where the errors are.

Turn to and read, NTJ page 20 - gives a chart of the chronological order of the New Testament books. The 26 books
were written by 8 or 9 authors over a period of fifty years. The were written in the Mediterranean world of the day. It was
written in vertical columns of pen and ink on skin or papyri. The Greek language of the day had no punctuation with the
words being divided syntactically.

Spelling was not important in the English world until the time of Samuel Johnston in 1760, each local area had their own
version of a word, and pronounced it differently. In the ancient world also spelling variations could mean different things
including dialects. They could know where you came from by the way you talked and how you spelled a word. Most
manuscript variations are of this sort in the ancient text.

A letter would be sent and the first thing that would happen was that a copy would be made which might be slightly
different, due to a spelling error of word omission (mistake). However the Lord's protection was on this book, even in the
copying, so that while there are differences in manuscripts, they are never such as to threaten any doctrine. The vast
majority of the differences are in spelling of words alone.

The original books at the New Testament were written originally as single copies in various areas of the empire. When
Paul was in jail he wrote the prison epistles to Ephesus, Colossi, Philippi and to Philemon. There are over three hundred
complete manuscripts with dozens of variations. Most of them are spelling variations. Where there is a variation other
than spelling it is usually a synonym or a word omitted. As far as we know, no original has survived; they would have
been worn out with use through the years.

There were many times when there were very few manuscripts around. The Romans went out to try and destroy the
Christian church by direct frontal assault. The great miracle is that you can see from all these things the variations are so
slight that the more you study the languages you will become a fundamentalist. All the seminaries that have gone liberal
have done so because they have not made their students study the original languages and the history of the text. The
only explanation of the purity of the Bible is that God's hand has been in it. Man's error in copying something does not
remove the doctrine of inerrancy as even though man has brought the error in it has not obscured the meaning of the
Bible. God has over ruled in the history of man.

Look up in a Bible Encyclopedia; New Testament, Canon, Inspiration, Revelation, Text and Manuscripts, Versions.

The Chronological order of the books is different from the order in the New Testament. When they were finally combined
into one book 300 years after the resurrection, the canon was agreed to by a series of church councils, that we will study
in Church History. Up to that time there were different letters circulating in various churches. After 312 when the Romans
stopped persecuting Christians, the church was able to tie the canon together formally.

Up to that time the Christians used the Old Testament to evangelise. Paul is a Hebrew of Hebrews and unlike many of
his age could read Hebrew. He was a multilingual genius being able to speak Latin, Greek Hebrew and Aramaic as well
as the dialect of Tarsus.
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Between 80 and 90 percent of the quotes in the New Testament were from the Septuagint, which is the Greek version of
the OT completed in the third and second centuries before Christ..

Canonisation took 300 years. Satan tried to get false books into the Bible. It was a battle to get James, Hebrews and 2
and 3 John included. God's hand has been on the word so that only what was to go in eventually did.

DOCTRINES
BIBLE - CANONICITY - see Condensed Bible Topic Book
BIBLE - INERRANCY - see Condensed Bible Topic Book

BIBLE - INSPIRATION - see Condensed Bible Topic Book

LECTURE2 - THEENGLISHBIBLE
INTRODUCTION

There are three charts in Jensen pages 31,32 and 34. The earliest English translations of Biblical passages went back to
the seventh century. Today we have 400-500 translations. Geisler and Nix have a good book on this subject for
advanced study

Turn to and read, NTJ page 31 - the earliest versions that we know of come from the seventh century. The language
was old English which is unrecognisable today and sounds much like Welsh. The Venerable Bede, a monk in the 9th
century, translated John's Gospel. Alfred the Great was a scholar and he had much of the Bible translated into the
English language so that the common people could hear God's Word. The translation was in the form of a paraphrase
which is not unlike the "Living Bible" of Kenneth Taylor today.

In medieval England Bible teaching all but stopped in England, except for the use of what were called, "miracle plays".
These were plays, put on by actors in villages, where a Bible story was taken from the paraphrase, such as Moses
crossing the Red Sea, and a play was performed showing the people what happened. These informed people of the
Bible stories, but not of the way of salvation. The preaching at the churches was in Latin and so the common people
knew very little about the Word of God.

WYCLIFFE AND TYNDALE

The next great step forward was under John Wycliffe. Wycliffe was a professor of theology in England in the thirteenth
century. He made translations of the Bible and put them in manuscript form in the common language of the people, a
century before the printing press was invented. He translated from the Vulgate and was a Roman Catholic, but he
believed in the power of the Holy Spirit to work through the scriptures, and believed they should be preached to the
people.

In those days they had handwritten Bibles. In his time there was a great desire for the Word of God in England. He came
under a lot of pressure to stop, but not before he had translated both Old and New Testaments into English, and sent out
his followers to preach everywhere they could gather a crowd. A lot of his followers, the Lollards, were persecuted and
martyred, but the great reformed movement had begun. Most of the Roman Catholics of the time, were not believers and
those who wanted the Bible preached died under persecution.

After Gutenburg invented the printing press in 1485 the first thing printed were Bibles. Bibles were like contraband. For
every translation done there was a pirate copy made, such was the hunger to read the Word of God. People had to be
quite rich to have their own copy of the Bible before printing as it might take a scribe 3 or 4 years to write out the Bible.

There was no rule of copyright in those days and many of the pirate translations were bad with many errors, but anything
that looked like a Bible was bought up by those with the money to pay.

Wycliffe and the next great English translator, Tyndale, however were interested in getting the Word out accurately to the
people, others were in it to make money. Tyndale paid for his work with his life, being burned at the stake after being
betrayed. He died praying, "Lord open the eyes of the king of England”. In the fifteenth century people had fights over
theology in the pubs in England. That was the place where all the Christians met.

Beer in the fifteenth century was the natural drink. When tea and coffee were introduced the church fought hard and long
against them as it was to take the Englishman away from his beer which he could brew himself. People died in pub
brawls over theology.

The famous English playwright Marlowe was stabbed in the back in such an incident. These were wild and lawless times,
with most people fighting over theology not believers at all!
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Tyndale, Coverdale and others gave translations of the Bible drawing a lot on the work of Wycliffe. Ruckman who
proposes a KJV only position does not understand the history of this time. Tyndale leaned not only on Wycliffe but also
on the Vulgate and any Greek or Hebrew manuscripts which he could get. At that time only 14 such manuscripts were
available in Britain.

THE GREAT BIBLE, GENEVA BIBLE AND KJV

Constantinople fell to the Turks and was sacked in 1453. Many of the manuscripts from Constantinople, after its sacking,
drifted towards the west and two of the most important manuscripts did not arrive in England until 5 years after the
publication of the KJV (1611). These people used everything they had available to bring a translation of God's Word into
English in the most powerful and evocative way that they could but they did not draw on the pure stream and ignore the
foul stream of manuscripts, there are no such things! There are just a number of manuscripts, accurate and less
accurate. All of these men went to Vulgate. There was not a Greek version of the book of the Revelation available at the
time of the KJV.

Erasmus went back to the Vulgate and translated the Latin back into Greek, using such manuscripts as he had, and that
became the Textus Receptus on which the KJV was based. If you are going to be true to history and God's Word you
have to know what was going on. There were these saints of God who gave their lives so that they could get the Word of
God to the humblest of the nation, the ploughman behind the plough. They didn't aim at perfection, they aimed for clarity
and accuracy, and simplicity.

None of the translators were satisfied with the work that they did. Tyndale's work was a revision of Wycliffe, Coverdale
did a revision of Tyndale and Matthew revised Coverdale. The Great Bible was a revision of all of them. The KJV,
prepared under the orders of the King had to be based on the Bishop's Bible which was not a very good translation. They
tightened things up and consulted the other translations. The letter which the translators put in the front of the KJV (which
was removed in the 1700's) said that they did not consider that this was it. They admitted that they had made mistakes.
"We have done the best we can and offer it that God may be seen through it", they said. The translators had great
humility.

After the Great Bible they had a woman come to the throne of England who was appropriately called "Bloody Mary".
She killed hundreds of men in England because they held to the truth of God's Word. She was a Roman Catholic and
tried to re-introduce Roman Catholicism to England. Her reign was mercifully short and she was succeeded by Elizabeth
lin 1558.

The Bible that was on the lectern was still the Great Bible. Many of the people who had been persecuted under Mary
went over to John Calvin in Geneva where they did their own translation which was called the Geneva Bible. They
dedicated it to Queen Elizabeth. It was the most popular for born again believers of any Bible of the time with its last
edition in 1644.

The Geneva Bible had a lot of reformed notes in the margin which were unacceptable to the high Anglican Church who
were really Roman Catholics in disguise. Elizabeth was astute and therefore survived. She balanced the High Church
and the Puritans.

The Bishop's Bible was an inferior translation and was the compromise Bible, and as it formed the basis for the KJV, in
some places the KJV suffered. Their theological views coloured things. They chose special words which they liked to use
in church.

In 1568 the Bishop's Bible was authorised for use in the Anglican Church. The law required all to attend the Anglican
Church on a weekly basis, to attend communion. Believers who refused had their ears and/or noses cut off because they
did not attend. Under James | and his Catholic son Charles | believers were persecuted. As is true throughout history,
the make-believer persecuted the believer.

In 1604 the concept of an Authorised Version was developed by James |, who wanted to get an end of the wrangling
between the various theological parties, and so he authorized a revision, to be undertaken by the best scholars available.
Bearing his name it was completed in 1611.

The object of the KJV was to try and eliminate the Geneva Bible because James | found it obnoxious. He did not like the
reformed theology. He wanted to have something to bring the High Church and the Puritans together.

He was both a political figure and a theologian with his political side dominating. The KJV was not popular with the Bible
believers (Puritans), in the first 60 years of its existence. This was because it was the Bible which was authorised to be
read in the Church of England as a replacement of the Bishop's Bible.

CRITERIA FOR PRODUCING THE KJV
He set out a number of requirements:-

[a] First the normal Bishop's Bible was to be followed and as little altered as the truth of the original will permit. They
were not allowed to deviate from it unless they could go to a Greek or Hebrew original.
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[b] Where different words could be used James had a list of words that he liked and that was what was to be used even if
they knew that there was something better. For instance the word church must not be translated congregation. This is
why the Jewish word synagogue in Matthew is translated church. He did not want his Bible to be propaganda in the
hands of the Congregationalists.

[c] Marginal notes would only be allowed where it was needed by the Hebrew or Greek in the original as he did not want
Protestant notes in it.

James was, what came to be known as an Anglo-Catholic; in effect a Roman Catholic disguised as an Anglican, as you
would be executed if you openly practised Romanism. Whilst it was not popular originally, the accuracy of most of the
translation, the beauty of the poetry and the memoriability of the text increased the favourable way in which the KJV was
viewed.

During the English Civil War they did not like the KJV and some continued with the Geneva Bible until the final printing
wore out. People like John Bunyan spent years in jail at Bedford as a believer after the Civil War period, when the
grandson of James |, Charles Il ruled. Out of this renewed time of persecution of believers came the book, "Pilgrims
Progress".

There were three things which the translators had to take into account:-

[a] There were rules that the King had made constraining the translators.

[b] They had manuscript problems, as there were very few about at the time. Many of the problems with translation that
they had have now been solved by the vast numbers of papyri found this century. A lot of these were just shopping lists,
but they explained the usage and full meanings of many words.

[c] Many of the words in 1611 were only found in the Bible and they had to guess what they meant. The guesses
however were quite accurate and little had to be changed in later times. The purpose behind the translations in more
modern times is to more accurately define the words.

With modern translations, some are better or worse, depending on the theological viewpoint of the translators. The best
modern versions are the NIV and the NASV. If you translate the Bible into another language, it is important that the
power and purity is kept. The Living Bible, is a paraphrase, and as such is not a Bible for study. The person who did the
translation is Arminian theologically and it leads somewhat in that direction, although for its purpose it serves well, and is
excellent for devotionals and counseling.

The KJV walks the middle line, its somewhat anachronistic words slow people down so that they consider the passages
more carefully. God's people must be taught by a spirit filled, spirit led teacher. This will make up any short fall the
translation has.

If the Pastor is doing his job right and going back to the original everybody will be blessed. You study hard and as given
opportunity you are able to teach. Spurgeon took several days to look at each verse and took 7 years, for example, to
teach Romans.

Charles Wesley got up at 4 am every morning and spent three hours in the word prior to breakfast. He also had a horse
which he would ride allowing him to study while he was going along. He would also give three to four sermons a day.

The KJV, or NKJV is the best but we do not hold an extreme position on this. We should not break contact with the KJV
only, but they will probably break with you.

LECTURE 3 - THE SETTING OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

INTRODUCTION

Turn to and read, .Malachi 4:1-6 - This, the last of the Old Testament was written in 400 BC. For 400 years the heavens
are silent. God does not speak through a prophet. They have the written Word only during that time. This silence is

broken by Zechariah the father of John the Baptist as he is going about his business as a priest in the Temple.

Turn to and read, Matthew 2:1-6 - Many people do not know what happened in these intervening years which is called
the inter testamentary period. The world in the time of Malachi is very different from the one that the Lord ministered to.

CONTRAST BETWEEN THE START AND FINISH OF THE INTER TESTAMENT PERIOD

Turn to and read, NTJ page 42 - look at the chart - the change in leaders and teachers, in political power, worship and
language. At the completion of Old Testament canon of Scripture we have Malachi, Zechariah and Ezra active The world
power was Persia and there were no major religious groups active in Israel at that time.

There were the leaders, the governors under Persia, the chief priest who was the spiritual leader. The languages used
were Hebrew which they used to speak at home and Aramaic which is sometimes known as Chaldean. The place of
worship was the Temple.
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At the end of the 400 years the leaders and the preachers are outside organised religion. The true leaders and preachers
are John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and they are opposed by the religious unbelievers in charge of
the religious system which has become corrupt. The Roman empire now controls the area. By the time of the Lord there
were quite a group, with the Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Sanhedrin, Zealots, Essenes.

The language is no longer Hebrew which only the most well educated read. The language was Aramaic for the home and
the synagogue, Greek for commerce and for those involved in government Latin. Two books in the Old Testament have
Aramaic these being Daniel and Ezra.By the time of the Lord, synagogues had developed in little towns. They were for
the reading and teaching of the law. Synagogues developed where-ever there were ten or twelve adult male Jews to
gather to worship.

CULTURAL INFLUENCES IN PALESTINE

There were three major influences on Palestine; the Hebrew influence in religion and culture, the Greek influence on
culture and the Roman in the area of government. The division of the deacons in Acts 6 was along the Hebrew and
Greek lines. Here Christianity came into a racially mixed situation and a tense situation where the various groups were
often killing each other. This is why the Samaritan woman was so surprised when the Lord spoke to her.

Some people went to the Greek gymnasium, other Jews would not at all. John went there but when he heard that a
heretic had entered the gym he fled with a towel around him. Some Jews would not go to a gym because of the Greek
influence and looked down on those that did. The differences came in the form of culture, language and trade.

THREE CITIES

Three cities were important at the time of our Lord. The first is Babylon, where about 100,000 went into exile and 50,000
came out. For many years there were more Jews in Babylon than in Jerusalem. It ceased to be a major city only around
100 AD. Jerusalem is the second great city of importance.

In addition there were more Jews in Alexandria, the third great city, than in both the other cities combined. Alexander
when he conquered the area gave the Jews special conditions to encourage their service of him, and they followed him
wherever he went throughout the ancient world. One of the major cities he founded was Alexandria in Egypt which he
named after himself like many other cities in the ancient world. Between 25 and 30% of the population of Alexandria
were Jewish in the first century, and there were great scholars of the law there. Jensen has some good information on
pages 43 - 46 on these cities.

Jerusalem was the Jewish religious centre. In the first century, like our own, there were more Jewish people outside
Israel than there were in the land, a state of affairs which still remains. The Jews went right the way through the ancient
world following Alexander the Great, and so Paul was able to find synagogues in all the major towns with the exception
of Philippi in which to preach. In Rome there were 200 Jewish synagogues in the first century.

Turn to and read, Page 43 - a lot of the writings including the Mishna were formulated in Babylon, the Babylonian
Talmud being the most authoritative text for orthodox Jews, the Jewish rabbinical schools in Babylon were the ones from
which many of the scribes came.

Look up in a Bible Encyclopedia; Babylon, Babylonian Talmud, scribes.

Quite a few Jews escaped down into Egypt when Jerusalem fell in 586 BC and stayed there. They joined the Egyptian
army from that time. Alexandria was then established after Alexander conquered Egypt in 334 BC, as a Greek speaking
city and it was here that the Septuagint was produced which was the greatest bit of literature to come out from the
ancient world. It is called in places the LXX because of the seventy scholars who were employed on it. By 285 BC they
had a Greek Torah and the whole of the Old Testament was available in 180 BC. It was used quite widely because many
of the Jews did not speak Hebrew at that time and many of them did not even speak Aramaic. The Greek language was
their "mother” language.

It is of interest that nearly all the quotes from the Old Testament in the New are from the LXX. If you check the quotes
against the KJV Old Testament you will find that it is slightly different as the KJV Bible is from the Hebrew rather than
from the Greek. Ninety per cent of the quotes by our Lord are in that category. Both Josephus and Philo also quote from
the LXX.

WARRING FACTIONS IN JERUSALEM

Turn to and read page 46, In Jerusalem there were a number of groups around the city that were fighting for theological
control. The days of the Lord are ones of great violence and politicising of religion in Judea. The Pharisses and the
Saducees were fighting for control. In this time the candidates for High Priest were at times being killed in the violence.
The High Priest office was controlled by a Mafia type family organisation - it was the family of Caiaphas and Annas.

Look up in a Bible Encyclopedia - Caiaphas and Annas.
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These people were running protection rackets for all the caravan routes into and out of Judea, and they controlled the
franchise for provision of animals for sacrifice in the Temple. This puts into context the Lord's cleansing of the Temple.
By doing that the Lord was confronting the Mafia of the day, the organised crime of the day. It was a nasty evil time.
Palestine was not a good place at the time of Jesus. You were unsafe after dark anywhere in the land. Any movement
around the country was subject to tolls by the Mafia. If you wanted to trade, it was by bribes all the way, and they all went
to the family of Caiaphas.

The Pharisees were the conservative theologians whilst the Sadducees were the liberals. The Herodians were the
followers of the family of Herod. What you have in Palestine is a real mish mash. Other groups included the Zealots who
had the habit of stabbing opponents. One of them joined the Lord, Judas Iscariot. There was another called Simon the
Zealot who was honourable, because he left his zeal for politics and found a zeal for the Lord. To try to walk in both
camps is to find yourself with Judas!

The Sadducees were the aristocracy, they only accepted parts of the Old Testament that suited them. The Essenes were
a group that locked themselves away as a cult in the desert. It was from this group that we get the Dead Sea Scrolls.
They looked on themselves as the righteous group which were awaiting the Messiah, but they were not active in the land
at all. The Helenes were a group that followed Greek culture.

SIX PERIODS BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS
The six periods of history between the testaments were:- Page 47 Jensen.

[a] The Persian period 400 - 334 BC. Here we have the Persian Empire covering a large area of land. Nehemiah was
one of the Persian governors. This can be classified as the golden age of Israel but it came to the end at the time of
Alexander the Great.

[b] Alexander conquered the world as a young man, from Greece to India. In the end the army stopped in India and
Alexander died in Babylon from alcoholic poisoning at the age of 33. He encouraged the Jews, and they followed him.
For ten years the prosperity increased and the dispersion of Jews around the Greek world expanded.

[c] When he died four of his generals took over with two of them, gaining most power; Seluchus and Ptolemy taking over
Syria and Egypt respectively. They fought constantly and had paid mercenaries fighting wars. The most famous of the
Ptolemies was the Cleopatra who seduced Julius Ceasar, and Mark Anthony. There were a number of women with the
name Cleopatra.

[d] The Jews started to fight back at the time of the Maccabees. The Greeks under the Seleucids were well armed and
had 6 metre spears. Their common battle formation was called the "Phalanx", the infantry were formed up in rows 16
people deep in blocks of a thousand or more.

As they advanced with their spears held forward and above them they had massive momentum and appeared to be
invincible, but the Romans eventually eliminated them with their half metre short two edged swords.

One of the Seluchids, Antiochus Epiphanes set up a statue of Zeus in the Temple in Jerusalem slaughtering both pigs
and priests in the process. This was too much for the Jews. The people revolted. led by the family of Judas Maccabeas.
The Maccabees developed guerrilla warfare and defeated the Seluchids after losing a lot of men for not fighting on the
Sabbath. They changed their tactics and started attacking the Greeks, and finally won the victory and their freedom as a
nation. The prophecy of Daniel in relation to this period is covered in OT Introduction.

THE FOUR WINDS OF HEAVEN

Turn to and read Daniel 11:4 "And when be shall stand up his kingdom shall be broken and shall be divided towards the
four winds of heaven and not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which be ruled for his kingdom shall be
plucked up, even for others besides those. The four winds of heaven refer to the four Greek generals of the eleven who
originally succeeded to the empire who eventually took over control of Alexander's empire after his death in Babylon.

These four winds of heaven are PTOLEMY, SELUCHUS, CASSANDER and LYSIMACHUS. The prophecy was written
in 538 B.C. and was fulfilled between 331 and 301 B.C.

There were seven Greek generals who failed to rule, they were as follows:-
(@) PERDICCAS was a Macedonian aristocrat. He became the Regent for Alexander's son by Roxanne. He initially

teamed up with Ptolemy but he split from him, wanting to preserve the empire rather than Ptolemy who wished
to start a dynasty. Perdiccas was assassinated by Pelthon and Seluchus.

(b) LEONATAS was related to the royal house of Macedonia. He was very handsome which made him unstable.
He wanted to be king. He was very proud and also was assassinated.

(c) PEITHON - was the chief of Alexander's bodyguard. Able, ambitious and overbearing, he was killed in the battle
of Gaza in 313 B.C.

(d) EUMENES - Alexander's chief secretary. He decided to bide his time and see how events developed.
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(e) ANTIPATER - who was very old, being the last great general of Philip, Alexander's father. He became

disgruntled.
) ANTIGINOUS - one-eyed, brilliant, old and cruel, he was the most brilliant of all Alexander's generals.
(9) DEMETRIUS - son of Antiginous, a very handsome general who teamed up with his father. As a combination

they almost conquered the world. They were eventually defeated at the battle of Ipsus in 301 B.C. which
completed the wars between the generals.

The four winds of heaven eventually were reduced to two, the King of the North, the dynasty from Seluchus, and the King
of the South, the dynasty of Ptolemy, which ended with the death of Cleopatra in 30 B.C. The two eventual losers were
CASSANDER who took over Macedonia. He found Olympia, Alexander's mother in Macedonia and had her murdered. In
297 B.C, having contracted dropsy, he died.

It was CASSANDER who renamed the Greek city of Thermes to Thessalonika to which the two letters to the
Thessalonians were written. LYSIMACHUS joined the others in the group of four to prevent ANTIGINOUS restoring the
empire of Alexander. He was rewarded with Asia Minor after the battle of Ipsus. He was eventually killed in battle in 281
B.C.

HEROD

By the time the Romans had the upper hand in the power battles there was only one family in Palestine who had power;
the family of the wily Herod. He was half Jew, half Arab, and he constantly changed sides in the Roman civil war in order
to keep his power.

The Herodians now took power over all aspects of life in Judea. They had been converted to Judaism being circumcised
forcibly. Herod married the last survivor of the Macabees and formed the Hazmonean dynasty. At the same time you
have Julius Ceasar and Anthony and Cleopatra.

Herod always backed the wrong group yet survived. Herod was a brilliant psychopath who murdered some of his own
sons as well as the children in and around Bethlehem. His descendants were not good, Herod Antipas was the Herod
before whom Jesus appeared. Herod Agrippa killed James while Herod Agrippa Il married his sister. The Lord Jesus
Christ walked right the way through the midst of all this and was not distracted by politics; this is our example.

DOCTRINES

ALEXANDER THE GREAT - ONE WORLDISM

1. SCRIPTURE - Daniel 8:5-8,21-22; 11:3-4.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Philip, King of Macedon, married an Epirian princess Olympias half-way through the 4th Century BC. In 356 BC in Pella, Macedon, a
son Alexander was born. As he grew his tutor was the philosopher Aristotle. In 340 BC Alexander acted as regent while his father was
held hostage of the King of Thebes. At the age of 20 Alexander ascended the throne of Macedon in 336 BC. To the south, Thebes,
Athens and Corinth were soon brought under his control. To enable him to have good control over a composite Greek army, Alexander
developed the Koine ("common") Greek language which spread with his army across the world as he conquered. Koine Greek became
the language of the inhabited world, and is also the language in which the New Testament was later written and spread through the
world. Crossing into Asia with his army, Alexander went on to conquer the known world in 11 years with the battles of Gramius (334
BC), Issus (333 BC), Gangarilla (331 BC) and Hydaspes (326 BC) being among the most famous of his battles. Having conceived an
idea of a super race, he ordered his Greek generals to divorce their wives and marry Persian princesses for he had found the Persians
to be very advanced in mathematics and science. Entering northern India he defeated Porus, King of the Punjab; and having marched
for some ten years his Greek army refused to go any further. Part of his army built a fleet of boats and sailed, charting the Persian Gulf
and making scientific and botanical observations. Eventually Alexander reached Babylon where, after a heavy drinking bout, he took to
his bed with a fever. Ten days later on June 13, 323 BC Alexander died.

3. EVALUATION

a) The vision in which Daniel saw the ram and rough goat was in the third year of the reign of Belshazzer (553 BC) (Daniel 8:1).

b) The two-horned ram was the Medeo-Persian Empire (Daniel 8:3,4,20); the large horn paralleling the raised paw of the bear (Daniel
7:5) and the shoulders of silver (Daniel 2:39).

c) The Persian empire pushed west and north (Daniel 8:4) but was met by the goat with a single horn coming at great speed from the
west (Daniel 8:5). The goat is the Greek empire (Daniel 8:21), paralleling the leopard (Daniel 7:6) and the belly of bronze (Daniel 2:39;
11:2-4).

d) The breaking of the horn is the death of Alexander (Daniel 8:8), the four minor horns being mirrored in the four heads of the leopard
(Daniel 7:6) and the four winds of heaven (Daniel 11:4). These represent the four Greek generals who eventually ruled the Greek
Empire in 300 BC, Ptolemy, Seluchus, Cassander and Lysimachus.

e) The vision of the Greek empires in Daniel 11 occurred in 534 BC. The power of Alexander is shown (Daniel 11:3) but his son would
not reign in his stead (Daniel 11:4).

4. PRINCIPLES

a) The sovereign God uses some unbelievers to achieve His plan and glory (Romans 9:17).

b) God used Alexander's genius to develop and spread the Greek language in preparation for the writing and spread of the New
Testament.

¢) God is in control of history and knows the future of mankind in total accuracy (Proverbs 8:15,16).

d) God used Alexander to remove the decadent Persian Empire.

e) The time of the death of any member of the human race is in the hands of God (Luke 12:20).

f) There is a trend from greatness to decadence in empires or nations.
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g) Internationalism is anti-Biblical. God's method is individual nations (Genesis 11:1-9; cf. Genesis 10:32;9:1-7; Revelation 13:15-17; cf.
Revelation 19:19).

FOUR GENERATION CURSE

1. General Scripture (Exodus 20:4-6)

2. A believer without God's Word is in the position of hating the Lord as no believer can love God without the Word of God.

3. There are two kinds of people who hate God.

a) Unbelievers - those who have rejected the word at salvation.

b) Believers who reject the Word of God even though they are loved by God.

4. In this scripture the discipline goes to the 3rd or 4th generation but only if each generation rebels against God. The purpose of
discipline is to focus the unbeliever's attention on Christ.

a) Generation | - God disciplines where there is rebellion against Him.

b) Generation Il - God disciplines again but there must be rebellion in that generation.

c) Generation Il - If there is rebellion he punishes again.

d) Generation IV - Where there is rebellion he punishes again but after the fourth generation a change occurs because if not there would
be no perpetuation of the human race.

4. Should any of the generations believe in Christ, God's cursing is turned to blessing.

5. "And showing mercy unto thousands" -- Exodus 20:6

In each generation God does not visit the sins of the fathers on the children without their involvement in rebellion. Each generation
stands on its own and is responsible for its own sins.

6. EXAMPLE - THE HERODIAN LINE

a) 1st GENERATION - Herod the Great (Matthew 2) He was an unbeliever who had every chance to receive Christ as Saviour, he killed
3 of his own sons, attempted to kill the Lord Jesus Christ at Bethlehem and died miserably. As a young man he was a great athlete, very
handsome and a great ruler. He degenerated and died in misery.

b) 2nd GENERATION - Herod the Fox (Matthew 14) Herod who married his niece Herodias. Both had every chance to be saved. They
came face to face with John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ. Both rejected the gospel which was presented to them. Both died
miserably in exile in Spain.

c) 3rd GENERATION - Herod Agrippa | (Acts 12) Agrippa heard the gospel and rejected it. He was responsible for the martyrdom of
James and had ordered the death of Peter, though Peter escaped. Agrippa died in a very miserable manner as an unbeliever.

d) 4th GENERATION - Herod Agrippa Il (Acts 24,25) Agrippa and his two sisters who represent the 4th generation heard and rejected
the gospel from Paul. They died in a very dramatic and unusual way. The Herodian line eventually disappeared as the last members of
the family were killed in Pompeii when Vesuvius erupted in AD 78

LECTURE 4 - THE GREEK INFLUENCE ON CHRISTIANITY
INTRODUCTION

Turn to and read, NTJ Page 49-50 - a study of ancient history is of extreme importance. One of the things that the cults
do is to try and obscure the true history of events as far as historic Christianity is concerned. The more you study history
the more secure you will be in your faith.

THE SEPTUAGINT

The works and words of our Lord had a background of Hebrew, Latin and the Greek culture. Alexander brought into
common usage the "koine" Greek language which he invented 330 -340 BC. This became the language of culture and
commerce in the ancient world, both in the Roman Empire and beyond. In the cities which he founded, many of which
were called Alexandria, the language was Greek. One place where many of the Jews lived was Alexandria in Egypt.
Within 20-30 years of Alexander's death you have the first five books of the Bible, the Torah translated into this form of
Greek. It was called the Septuagint because of the seventy people who translated it. It is often denoted by LXX, which is
Latin for seventy.

The man on the throne of Egypt at the time, was Ptolemy Philadelphus who was descended from a general of Alexander
the Great. It was his librarian Demetrius of Alexandria who suggested that all the law codes of all nations on earth be
collected together. The library of Alexandria was the finest in the ancient world and was enhanced by the sacking of
another large library by Mark Anthony who gave it to Cleopatra. Unfortunately the Alexandrian library itself was destroyed
many years later.

Plato had written several books on the law and it was something that the Greeks were very interested in and therefore
the Torah was translated in about 260 BC. Within the next few years a number of other books of the Old Testament were
translated into the Greek. The Torah was translated very well in the Septuigint but other books were translated poorly. It
is very reliable in the Law and the Psalms. In some of the historical books there are great deviations and errors.

By 180 BC when the non-biblical book called Ecclesiasticus was written as part of the Apochrypha all the Old Testament
was available and the writer was able to quote from the LXX. There is evidence of its existence in other ancient literature,
in works of Aristobulus, Josephus, Philo of Alexandria and Justin Martyr, who all refer to it.

Peter Ruckman of the "KJV only" camp in his book, "Christian Handbook to the Scriptural Evidence", says that Origen
invented the LXX in the 4th century. This is patently not true. Over 300 manuscripts of the Septuagint exist today in
various libraries and museums, many of them from very early on in the Roman Empire. There are also many quotes from
the Septuagint in the NT itself.
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The language of the LXX is the koine Greek or the common language of the market place. It meant that everywhere
where Greek was spoken people could read the Bible in their own language. Unlike the Hebrew which was not well
known the Greek was well known as well as a very accurate language for communication. In areas far away from
Palestine the Word was being read not in Hebrew but in Greek. Although it was not a very good translation the
commandments of the God of the Hebrews were known throughout the ancient world by very many people who, without
the koine Greek, would not have learnt it. Even with this uneven translation people were led to the Lord and saved. This
translation was used widely and very effectively by the church, and was their bible for the first three centuries.

For the first 300 years the LXX was the Bible of the Christian church. They also had the handwritten letters of the Apostle
Paul and others which had gone through their church in the last few years and each church had taken the chance to
copy them.

In the West Jerome sat down and translated the Scriptures into Latin by providing the Vulgate. The Christian gentiles in
the Eastern empire continued to use the LXX to evangelise the Jews, who had the same version, pointing out to them
that the Messiah had come and this made the Jews very frustrated.

There were two Jewish proselytes to Judaism, the first, Aquilla of Pontus did a literal translation of the OT into Greek,
which tried to eliminate the Christian interpretations but it was very hard to read, as it is very difficult to translate from a
poetic language like the Hebrew.  The second man, Theodocian of Ephesus also did a version of the Septuagint which
was very accurate whilst another person did as freer translation not unlike a paraphrase which tried to get the sense
rather than the words translated verbatim.

Apart from Matthew who was writing to the Jews and quoted from the Hebrew Bible the vast majority of the quotations in
the Bible are from the LXX.

Eventually Origen sat down in Alexandria in an attempt to get the best possible translation and came up with a "parallel”
Bible in six columns. The first was Hebrew, the second Greek literal translation, the LXX and three translations. He then
gave his own revision.

When Jerome produced the Vulgate in 390 AD he was very good in certain areas but very clumsy in others producing
another very uneven work. Some of the work was undertaken by his students but he appears not to have checked it too
closely.

Many translations of the NT and OT were made in the early centuries. The old Italian and provincial versions of God's
Word were quite inaccurate versions but many were still saved which shows that the Spirit can still use a poor translation
to convict of the need of a Saviour and identify him.

NTJ - Page 51-52 - Look at the section on Greek Philosophies and Mystery religions
GREEK PHILIOSPHERS

Major Greek philosophers who had a great influence in the ancient world include Plato and his academy. Plato's school
had great influence on Pagans, helping them think up reasons why they should not be Christians. Plato was very close to
Christianity in many ways but was far enough away to miss it. Plato had the concept that the world was just a shadow of
reality with the real reality the spiritual life beyond. His views would form the basis of the cultic group the gnostics who
plagued the Apostle John.

Plato believed that man in his soul can soar to the heavens and live there and the earth will be transformed. However
there was nothing about sin and the need of a Saviour. This is similar to the Bahai faith, where if you try hard enough you
can overcome the ills in your body and your soul can soar into heaven. Plato brings in a dualistic notion in the difference
in the body and soul. The whole concept was that the soul was healthy and good whilst the body was corrupt and evil.
The Scriptures however say that the OSN resides in the soul and the Bible does not teach the dualism taught by Plato.

Plato was taught by Socrates, and then his pupil was Aristotle who was a great scientist and he had the brilliant young
Alexander the Great as his pupil for a number of years. Aristotle was a theist who believed in relationship between God
and man but again sin is left out of the picture.

Epicurius was the founder of the Epicureans, another group of philosophers of the years before Christ. They had the
belief that to live well, was to live, according to nature. Another group were the stoics, who when they faced pressure had
a sense of duty, they have a soldiers mentality and have a strength of character which is often superhuman. Their
strength of character put many Christians to shame. We see this type in the masons today.

THE CHRISTIANS AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Most of the great men in the first centuries of our era in the ancient world were stoics and were persecutors of Christians.
They were critical of the Christians who had this Jesus to strengthen them rather than doing it by their own will. A great
stoic was Seneca who was the mentor of Nero in the early years of Nero's reign. It was during this time that Nero ruled
well. It was only after he was removed that things went wrong.

BOOK 8 - PAPER 211 - NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW 11




It was likely that it was Seneca who conducted the first trial of Paul. However by the time of the second trial it was Nero
who was the judge. This lead to the execution of Paul. Paul met the stoics and the Epicureans in Acts 17. Marcus
Aurelias, the great stoic emperor, who exhorted people to think and be reasonable in relation to God, persecuted
Christians. Marcus Aurelias would have got on very well at many liberal seminaries. He believed in piety, humanity, God,
truth, righteousness, humility, but hated fundamental Christians.

He did not however accept that he was a sinner in need of a Saviour. He believed that if he acts like a Roman and a man
he will do enough to please God. He has to observe a few precepts and the gods will ask no more. This is because they
are devils. But God does because he is absolute. You need to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.
The denial of sin and the need of a Saviour is something that places all the self righteous, works orientated people into
hell and is a base of a lot of the cults even today.

The Epicureans pursued pleasure, but "natural pleasure”, they saw that you cannot find pleasure on the basis of excess
of sex and drinking. They were refined people who lived for the great pleasure and joy that life offers the thoughtful
cultured person. The person who is in the gutter knows that they are in the gutter. With a real dissolute sinner you do not
have any trouble giving the gospel to as they realise their situation, but the Epicureans of Paul's day proved hard to
reach, as they do still.

The Epicureans recognised that we were born once but believed that after death there was nothing. They said that the
final end of a good life was peace of mind and a healthy body. The Epicureans of today are plentiful, they preach to live
healthily with peace of mind and self purifying rituals and practises. They believe that it is possible to go back to the
garden of Eden . If anything worries you calm your mind.

If you start talking sin to this type of person you are interfering with his karma. This is from Satan and as such is an evil
system. It is coming in between the righteousness of God and the sinfulness of man. People do not want to say that they
are a sinner. This indicates the source of this philosophy, for pride is it's root, and we then know that Satan is the author.

We have all types of cults today. Paul in his day had all the cults also. Nothing is new under the sun. The cults are
recycled periodically by Satan but they all had their origin back in the first century. Satan has not had a fresh thought in
several thousand years.

MYSTERY RELIGIONS

Another major group was the so called "Mystery Religions". People would join the mystery cults and sit in on the plays
and rituals that were part of them. They heard how the seasons came about. You then got your soul into line with the big
soul of the universe. You entered into the activities of the gods and had secret experiences that other people did not
have. You were told not to worry about sin and meeting the standards of the gods, but rather to immerse yourself in
rituals which made your soul at one with the gods.

Satanic religions are often dressed up in such things. One of the mysteries was devoted to Bacchus the god of wine with
one of the main features to get drunk every night. There are many devotees still to this "cult"! They believed in releasing
the soul with wine by putting the evil body into a stupor. This religion catered for the Old Sin Nature (OSN), as did most
of them. Examine the false cults of your own area and you will find they all cater to some aspect of the OSN.

Paul gave the gospel in this context, and as he says in 1 Corinthians the church members had been drunkards,
fornicators, homosexuals, thieves and the like. They were not any more, they were transformed by the only power that
can confront Satan's false systems and win.

Another cult was that of the "great mother goddess", which was the worship of sex and of blood, with many rituals that
appear to resemble the communion service. Satan counterfeited the Cross before it occurred. A lot within the feminist
movement are going back to the old pagan religion of the mother goddess, the old religion of the earth mother. Paul
faced this in Colossae and Ephesus. They would slaughter a bull on a high altar and walk under the altar to be covered
in the blood of the sacrifice.

Another cult was of Isis and Osirus that emphasised the theme of resurrection. It involved dressing up, and hearing a
lovely story of resurrection where after the death of Osirus his wife Isis went all over the world to collect the pieces of his
body and brought him back to life. Another name for Osirus was, Apis the bull god (the golden calf), which the children of
Israel built in the wilderness while Moses was with God in the mountain. When he came down Moses saw it as the
Satanic counterfeit it was. Those in this mystery would claim they had resurrection power, the victory over death. Many
people were members of a number of these cults. If you try and deal with people like this they smile benignly, they are
inoculated against the truth.

Mithras was another major Roman mystery cult that rivalled Christianity in the second and third century AD. All these can
be studied, but the thing to see is that they all fell before the simple message of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our role is to
stick to this simple message.

Look up in a Bible encyclopedia - Manuscripts and Versions, Mystery religions.

DOCTRINE
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PROPHECY: PROPHECY AND HISTORY FULFILLED IN DANIEL

1. Scripture (Daniel 11:5-34). This gives a detailed prophecy of the future history of the Greek kingdom is of Syria (North)
under the Seluchid dynasty and Egypt (South) under the Ptolemy Dynasty. In this topic we will compare prophecy with
history to show that the scriptures are inspired and that future prophecy can be relied on completely for accuracy.

3. Scripture - Verse 5. "And the king of the south shall be strong and one of his princes; and he shall be strong above
him, and have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.

History - Ptolemy | (King of the South) based in Egypt was a powerful nation but Seluchus | of Syria (King of the North)
was even stronger. Up to 302 BC Seluchus 1 Conquered everything from Syria in the West to the Punjab in India.

4. Scripture - Verse 6. "And in the end of years they shall join themselves together; for the king's daughter of the South
shall come to the king of the North to make an agreement; but she shall not retain the power of the arm, neither shall be
stand, nor his arm; but she shall be given up, and they That brought her, and be that begat her, and be that strengthened
her in these times.

History - Ptolemy | was the only one of the generals who survived the death of Alexander who died a natural death. He
died at the age of 84. He was succeeded by Ptolemy 11. Ptolemy II's brother went with his uncle Seleucus on a
campaign to Macedonia and assassinated Seluchus, bringing Antiochus 1 To the throne. Ptolemy Il and Antiochus |
fought for a number of years over Palestine which formed a buffer state between North and South. After many years,
Bernice, the daughter of Ptolemy, married Antiochus II, the King of the North, and had a son. Antiochus had been
married to a woman called Laodice who eventually murdered Bernice, her son and Antiochus Il. It was therefore
Laodice's son who came to the throne in 246 BC as Seluchus Il. Ptolemy Il was very angry at this and invaded the north
but he died in 245 BC

5. Scripture - Verse 7. "But out of the branch of her roots shall one stand up in his estate which shall come with an army
and shall enter into the fortress of the King of the North and shall deal against them and shall prevail.

History - 'The branch of her roots' is Ptolemy Ill who was the brother of Bernice. He succeeded to the throne of Egypt
and then invaded the north and conquered it. Ptolemy Il represents the zenith of power of the King of the South. He
entered Antioch, the capital or fortress of the north, using African elephants.

6. Scripture - Verse 8. "And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, with their princes, and with their precious
vessels of silver and of gold; and be shall continue more years than the King of the North.

History - Ptolemy Il Conquered many peoples. He returned to Egypt with many captives, retrieved 2,400 idols which had
been taken from Egypt some 300 years previously by Cambyses, came back with precious items and great riches.
Ptolemy Il also outlived the King of the North by five years. He is reported as having taken 40,000 talents of silver and
4,000 talents of gold back to Egypt.

7. Scripture - Verse 9. "So the King of the South shall come into his kingdom and shall return into his own land.

History - Ptolemy Il returns in triumph into Egypt. Eventually Seluchus Il retrieves most of his empire but the eastern
portion of the empire is taken over by the Parthians, commencing in 220 BC

8. Scripture - Verse 10. "But his sons shall be stirred up and shall assemble a multitude of great forces and one shall
certainly come and overflow and pass through, then shall he return and be stirred up, even to his fortress.

History - His sons are the sons of Seluchus Il, they are Seluchus Ill and Antiochus Ill. Seluchus Il tried to recover the
empire of the King of the North, but the King of Pergammum prevented him and, on his way back to Antioch, Selchus Il
was assassinated in Phrygia. Antiochus Ill then became king. He reigned from 223-187 BC and was known as Antiochus
the Great. With strong military training and discipline he was able to mould the army of the north together into a great
force. Antiochus Ill eventually attacked the King of the South. He returned to Antioch in 217 BC, having secured a
balance of power.

9. Scripture - Verse 11. "And the King of the South shall be moved with choler and shall come forth and fight with him,
even with the King of the North, and he shall set forth a great multitude but the multitude shall be given into his band.
History - This deals with the battle of Raphia in 217 BC fought between Antiochus Ill and Ptolemy IV. The south had
degenerated to the extent that the force under Antiochus Ill had supremacy. Ptolemy IV, however, was given a year in
which to train his army. He gave up his drinking bouts and changed his lifestyle in order to lead the army. Ptolemy IV
married his sister. Their son became Ptolemy V. Using the Egyptians in battle for the first time in the history of the Greek
kingdoms, Ptolemy IV won the battle of Raphia and put the King of the North to flight.

10. Scripture - Verse 12. "And when be bath taken away the multitude, his heart shall be lifted up and he shall cast down
many ten thousands but he shall not be strengthened by it.

History - Ptolemy IV returned to Egypt having saved Egypt from invasion. He has a chance to consolidate the nation by
incorporating the Egyptians but instead returns to his heavy drinking and a feudal system. This causes systematic revolts
which cost many lives. Ptolemy IV eventually died in 203 BC

11. Scripture - Verse 13. "For the King of the North shall return and shall set forth a multitude greater than the former and
shall certainly come after certain years with a great army and with many riches.

History - Antiochus 11l failed to take his defeat at the battle of Raphia as final. It took him 14 years (‘after certain years') to
return to do battle against the King of the South, having trained his troops in wars on the eastern boundaries of his
empire. He becomes very rich.

12. Scripture - Verse 14. "And in those times shall many stand up against the King of the South, also the robbers of thy
people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision, but they shall fall.

History - Antiochus 11l now attacks Ptolemy V, a child of seven. He was assisted by 'the robbers of thy people' who were
Jews who assisted Antiochus lll to take Palestine in 199 BC He defeats an Egyptian army under Scopus as well as three
other armies sent against him. The vision the Jews had was that this battle would set them free. It in fact brought
Antiochus IV, the madman.

13. Scripture - Verses 15 and 16. "So the King of the North shall come and cast up a mount and take the most fenced
cities and the arms of the south shall not withstand neither his chosen people, neither shall there be any strength to

BOOK 8 - PAPER 211 - NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW 13




withstand. But be that cometh against him shall do according to his own will and move shall stand before him and be
shall stand in the glorious land which, by his band, shall be consumed.

History - With the defeat of the four Egyptian armies, Antiochus Il now invades a defenceless Egypt and meets no real
resistance. He also subdues Palestine.

14. Scripture - Verse 17. "He shall also set his face to enter into the strength of his whole kingdom and upright oxes with
him; thus shall be do, and be shall give him the daughter of women, corrupting her but she shall not stand on his side,
neither be for him.

History - With the defeat of Ptolemy V, Antiochus Il decides to implant a spy right at the heart of the Egyptian kingdom.
This he did by marrying his daughter, Cleopatra, a girl of 16, to the nine-year old Ptolemy V. His plan backfired however,
as this girl who had been brought up by the women in the family, fell in love with her young husband and refused to
betray him.

15. Scripture - Verse 18. "After this shall be turn his face toward the isles and shall take many: but a prince for his own
behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease; without his own reproach be shall cause to turn upon him ...
History - As part of the settlement with Ptolemy V, areas in Asia Minor and Thrace controlled by the King of the South
were ceded to Antiochus lll. This allowed Antiochus access into Greece. The expanding Roman presence clashed with
him at the battles of Thermopolae and Magnesium where he was defeated. The 'prince' was Scipio Asiaticus , a Roman
general.

16. Scripture - Verse 19. "Then shall he turn his face toward the fort of his own land, but be shall stumble and fall and not
be found.

History - After the battle of Magnesium Antiochus returns to Antioch. Reparations to the Romans are so great that the
northern kingdom is made bankrupt. Antiochus remembers rich temples in Bactria and heads east in order to replenish
his treasury by plunder. As he attacks one of the temples he is assassinated.

17. Scripture - Verse 20. "Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in the glory of the kingdom; but within a few
days be shall be destroyed, neither in anger nor in battle.

History - As a result of the death of Antiochus Ill, Seluchus IV became the King of the North. He decides to replenish the
treasury by means of heavy taxation. His reign was relatively short. It was terminated when his chief minister, Heliodorus,
assassinated him and set himself up as leader. His death was neither in anger or battle.

18. Verses 21-34 refer, in the main, to Antiochus IV and his relationship with the Jews and the King of the South under
Ptolemy VI and VII. At the time of the assassination of Seluchus IV, Antiochus was an army general in Greece. At the
beginning of his reign he was an excellent leader, projecting himself well in the media of the day by flatteries. Ptolemy V
is assassinated in a palace plot, bringing to the throne Ptolemy VI as a seven-year-old boy. Antiochus IV conquers
Egypt, Ptolemy VI is deposed in favour of his brother, the crippled Ptolemy VII. He is about to enter Alexandria when he
is met by a Roman officer who gives him an ultimatum to retire. This he does, with great riches. v28) However, Memphis,
which has been supplying the King of the North, will cut supplies (V 26) and many will starve on their departure out of
Egypt. (V 26). From 168 to 165 BC both Ptolemy VI and Ptolemy VIl reigned. Both of them went to the Roman Senate
asking for islands. Ptolemy VII eventually received the island of Cyprus (Chittim). The two of them try to out manouvre
each other. This is captured in the picture of them telling lies at one table. (V 27).

Antiochus IV returns to Palestine a very frustrated man. He stops the daily sacrifice (V 31) polluting the temple with pigs’
blood and then the blood of Jews. On 25th December, 167 BC the Greeks brought a giant gold-plated statue called Zeus
Olympius into the Holy of Holies. The statue was a statue of Antiochus IV with a beard.

The excesses of Antiochus eventually result in the wars under Judas Macabeas which eventually led to Jewish freedom.
(v32).

19. CONCLUSION -

In this passage we have seen many prophecies of Daniel fulfilled in the correct order, in detail. The balance of Daniel 11
deals with a future empire, that of the empire in the tribulation period.

20. PRINCIPLE

a) With all scripture being inspired by God, the prophetic principles outlined in (Daniel 11:36-45) is as certain as history
itself.

b) If we can trust the word of God with prophetic passages such as (Daniel 11) we can trust the Bible for our every need
and requirement.

c) Acceptance of the word of God as literal by faith, unless there is an obvious analogy indicated in the text, is a major
step forward in the Christian life and brings with it peace and confidence in God.

LECTURE 5 - THE ROMAN BACKGROUND

INTRODUCTION

NTJ -Page 52 - the Roman Empire was built on the naked power of the Roman armies which kept the Roman Empire
together. It was the Roman army which placed the Ceasars on the throne.

ORIGIN OF ROME

Rome started as a republic and was founded, according to mythology, as a result of people settling there after the Trojan
Wars of the seventh century BC.

The various tribes settled on the seven hills of Rome and founded the city state. By means of their armed forces they
took control of Central Italy. They then took northern Italy and conquered the south where Greek colonies had been
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formed. Two centuries before Christ they defeated the Greeks and also took Carthage in North Africa, their only power
rival in the West.

By the time of our Lord Rome was a republic in name only, as after the death of Julius Ceasar on the Ides of March 44
BC, Caesar Augustus set himself up as a dictator. He organised a type of government that would last for four hundred
years. He ran the Empire through his household which was a bureaucracy of several hundred men. They were appointed
by Caesar. By the time of Paul some of them were believers and a number later in the century paid for their belief with
their lives under the first great persecution in the 90s.

Under this bureaucracy was a Senate which was basically a rubber stamp group. These were the aristocracy. Another
major group were the knights. These were the rich middle class. Pontius Pilate, Procurator of Palestine was from this
class. If you became a leader of a province in the Roman Empire you took a percentage of the tax raised and therefore
could become a very wealthy person in the four year term in office. They reported back to Ceasar every few months.
They were also in a position of power and could make policy under the authority of Ceasar.

Some were more greedy than others, two of the worst in the Bible were Felix and Festus. They were bribe hungry men
who although they knew Paul was innocent were waiting until bribe money was passed under the table before they would
free him. Some of the governors were very good.

PAX ROMANUS

It was a series of bad governors in Palestine which provoked the revolt of 67 AD. Pax Romanus was guaranteed by
Roman arms and administered by Roman governors. It survived for four hundred years and was therefore a good
administrative method, as it provided the peace necessary for the gospel to spread.

Turn to and read, NTJ Page 52 - there was unity and political stability at the time of Christ and for the next two to three
hundred years. During this period you could travel within the Roman Empire safely especially if you were on Roman
government business or a Roman citizen. This enabled Paul the apostle to go anywhere at will. There was a freedom for
Roman citizens that was not available after that period. We see God's hand in the politics and history of the time. This
was the only time in world history that this was possible.

One of the characteristics was world centralisation, it was centralised in Rome. This had both advantages and
disadvantages. When persecution of Christianity occurred the persecution could be throughout the Empire from France
to Asia. In the third century we have the British Christians being executed just as the ones in Asia were, but due to
provincial power the governors could vary the policy and so persecution was uneven mostly and enough believers
escaped to go back into the decimated areas and rebuild the church.

The Romans were great road builders with all the roads straight and 12 feet wide. They had hot and cold running water,
sewers, spa pools, gymnasiums and central heating. Because of good communications messages could travel very fast
across the world.

In various parts of the Empire there was peace for 200 years. There was a great hunger for spiritual things. Many pagans
were upset about the evil of paganism and were therefore converted to Judaism with its rules and morality. These were
the people that Paul tried to speak with in every synagogue as they were open to the gospel. The armies were strong so
there was physical power and no one could stand against the Roman legions until the fifth century.

There was a great feeling and awareness of evil in the Empire and the concept that God would speak, and the people
would be ready to hear him.

There are a number of books by Sir William Ramsey which have been reprinted in Baker Books which give a very good
background on the Roman period. Dean Farrar was also a good author of this period, as is E M Blaiklock.

LIFE IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Turn to and read, NTJ, Page 54 chart 10 - if there was a requirement to give taxes all the time to your conquerors and
they treated you badly, you would feel the same as the Jews did at the time of Christ. If you were asked by the
authorities to carry a load for a mile you would carry it because it was the law. If you then followed Christ and carried the
load for another mile, they might be so surprised that they might even listen to the gospel. An example of this was Simon
of Cyrene who was ordered to carry the Lord's cross. Packs in those days weighed 40 - 50 kilos. The context of the times
gives you lots of useful information and applications to your own time.

The Roman empire was a police state. The Jews were in expectation of a deliverer, a Messiah. They therefore saw the
Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah to defeat the Romans and were very disappointed when this did not occur.

There was a universal language in the form of Greek whilst for government work Latin was universal. Many of the
members of the Roman Empire were bi or tri lingual. This also happens in Switzerland today where the Swiss child can
speak three to four languages.
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Those who did not learn the various languages found it hard to survive in the ancient world. It was interesting that Paul
was fluent in at least four languages while Peter wrote his epistles in school boy Greek, but Greek that he would have
had to know to operate as a fisherman; Greek was the language of commerce.

Whilst it was a very cultured time it was also a time of great moral degradation so Christianity stood out against the
normal pagan world of the day. Education was very advanced but in religion there was a great contrast.

Page 56 shows the provinces in the Roman Empire and how the empire grew.

CAESARS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE

Page 60-61 shows the Ceasars of the Roman Empire and the other rulers and events.

The key Caesars for us are:

[a] Augustus . He conquered Spain and France and organised the Empire for the next 400 years.

[b] Tiberias was his only surviving son. He was a child molester. He lived on Corfu, and fornicated till he died. He
appointed Pontius Pilate to Palestine. It was under Tiberias that Christ was crucified. He ascended the throne in 14 AD.

[c] Caligua or little boots. His father dressed him up in soldiers uniform as a boy and thus he received his nickname. He
reigned only from 37-41. He was an infamous fornicator and drunkard but he thought he was God. His own guard
executed him eventually. His last words were "What an artist the world is losing. The head of the Praetorian guard at that
time rounded up those who killed Caesar and had them executed so that no one could claim the throne.

[d] They looked for a puppet through whom to rule. They found Claudius, an epileptic hiding in a cupboard, and he was
saluted as Caesar, so that they could rule through him. He turned out to be one of the greatest of the Caesars. He was a
great administrator but his wives and mistresses ruined him. It was Claudius who expelled all the Jews from Rome.
There were riots over Christ in the Jewish quarter of Rome and this precipitated their expulsion. This had a beneficial
effect as Priscilla and Aquilla were expelled and they went to Asia where they met the apostle Paul. Claudius was
poisoned by one of his wives who was Nero's mother. She had secured for her son the throne. Claudius invaded and
secured southern Britain. This absorption of England continued through Hadrian who built the wall to keep the Picts and
Scots out of the Empire, right until the collapse of the empire in 410 AD.

[e] Nero was under control for the first few years being under the guidance of Seneca. He was an athlete, wrestler and
well looked upon in his early years, not unlike Henry VIII. About 62 AD Nero took power for himself and arranged for
Seneca to commit suicide. He then went berserk. Peter and Paul were executed but within a year of these acts Nero
himself was dead, killed by one of his mistresses.

[f] There were then a series of short lived Caesars Galbo, Otho and Vitelus who were generals who fought to get control
but it was Vespatian who was involved in the siege of Jerusalem that eventually went to Rome and became Caesar. He
was old and died soon thereafter and was succeeded by his son Titus.

[g] Titus eventually destroyed Jerusalem. There is the arch of Titus in Rome where there are illustrations of the fall of
Jerusalem. Here the victorious Romans are shown carrying out the seven branch candlesticks. There is a strong
suspicion that most of the things taken from Israel are back in the land today. One thing that is required to recommence
the Levitical offerings again is the ashes of the red heifer to purify the priests. The ashes of the last red heifer was buried
in southern Palestine and there is strong evidence that the archaeologists have found them.

[h] Titus bother Domition ruled after him, and considered himself God and was the person to put John on Patmos. He
claimed to be god so that his soldiers would not kill him.

Nerva folowed Domition, but did not last long, and then came Trajan who is a very tough Ceasar. He it was who
corresponded with Pliny, about the Christians habits of worship in the early second century. Antinius Pius is the Caesar
who martyred Polycarp.

LECTURE 6 - POLITICAL SETTING

INTRODUCTION

Turn to and read, NTJ Page 56 - Turn to and read, Acts 17:1-9 This shows the effect of Christianity in the early years.
These people had turned the world upside down - verse 6. When you are reading the book of Acts you are reading first
class history. The world is the Roman Empire at this stage.

In Acts you will get a lot of the different leaders in the ancient world. They have importance and need to be slotted into

the picture so that you can understand the political setting of the day. We have Emperors, kings, governors, procurators
and the like.

BOOK 8 - PAPER 211 - NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW 16




THE ROMAN EMPIRE

The Roman Empire ran on three basic systems, the Emperor above all who in some cases would keep a local man on
the throne to reign such as Herod in the case of Israel. The Emperor would also put a person in charge of provinces such
as Pliny the younger who was governor of Bithynia during the time of Trajan and Pontius Pilate Procurator of Palestine at
the time of Christ. The Procurator was in charge of a lesser province and under the supervision of a more senior
governor, in Pilate's case the governor of Syria. Palestine was considered to be the worst area to govern as there was
always unrest.

The Chart on pages 60-61 gives a good overview up to 70 AD. There were many Herods, a family of rulers starting with
Herod the Great who died within a couple of years of the Lord Jesus Christ being born. His sons ruled various elements
of a divided kingdom with Philip and Antipas Herod trying to out manoeuvre each other and Archaleus being deposed by
the Romans in Judea itself.

After Archaleus was deposed a Procurator was set up starting with Coponius 6 AD. Several of the Procurators are
mentioned in the Scriptures including Pontius Pilate, Festus and Felix.

Herod the Great's grandson Herod Agrippa | ruled the whole of Palestine for a while before meeting a gruesome end.
The line finished with Herod Agrippa Il who was deposed in 70 AD and died at the eruption of Vesuvius in 78 AD bringing
the Herodian line to an end. The family of Herod is an excellent example of the four generation curse.

The political background to this period is important as the Lord has to move from province to province in relation to
political events at the time. At one stage he gets out of the area controlled by Antipas and moves into the area of Philip.
The Lord is following a timetable however, nothing happens by chance, and all the plots of the evil men come to nothing
for they are just part of the plan of God above all.

On Page 62 - Chart 13 -this covers the High Priests of Israel and their relationship with the church at that time.
Caiaphas is High Priest until 36 which was also the date when Pontius Pilate was recalled from his post. The High
Priests were generally running rackets as with the Temple sacrifices. Their influence also involved the running of bandit
gangs across the land, Josephus gives us a real insight into what was going on. The Lord went in and exposed the
religious Mafia for what it was.

Israel at the time of the Lord was a very dangerous place. Many Christians think that it was a golden age at that time. In
this particular case Jensen is incorrect [bottom of page 62]. However against the darkness of the setting the Lord Jesus
Christ, the light of the world was able to shine brightly.

GEOGRAPHIC SETTING

It is important to know the geography of the Middle East and southern Europe to understand the geographical setting of
the Scriptures. The Acts of the Apostles goes only as far as Rome although Paul was hoping to go on further and
perhaps went to Spain.

The Acts of the Apostles showed how the Lord allowed Christianity to go through these lands to Rome the centre of the
world.

We need to flesh out the story of the Bible with geography and history. In this way you will be able to bring things to life.
There is so much that you are able to bring to life in the book of Acts.

Page 65 shows the geography of Palestine itself. During the Lord's day there were vast forests in Palestine with about
60% of the land afforested.

There were many streams and much fertile pasture. With 2,000 years of neglect up to 1948 the land became barren with
rock strewn areas and scrub. There are deserts across about 60% of the land of Israel. Because of the Roman invasion
they chopped down trees for the siege walls. The Arabs and Turks also depleted the countryside trees. The Turks even
had a tax on the number of trees on your land which caused many of the trees to be removed.

Since the Jews came to control the land the number of trees have increased from 4 to 233 million, it being the only nation
in modern times to support its ecology. Trees attract rain. What is happening to the ecosystem is very much a sign of the
end times. The removal of the tropical jungles on the equator is causing a change to the weather patterns.

At the time of Christ there were the earlier and latter rains. Until recently the latter rains had been absent. The weather
patterns in Israel are significantly influenced by the Sahara. The area to the north of the Sahara at the time of Christ was
the bread basket of the Roman Empire and had many of the wild beasts which were captured for use in the Roman
Games.

The Sahara was a forest 6,000 years ago. If you look at the paintings in the caves in the Atlas mountains you will find
wall paintings showing lions and many other exotic animals. You do not find gazelle and zebra in this area now.
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Many major cities which the Romans built with fertile fields going back to the Atlas are now stark ruins in a desert. The
Romans cut down the trees, the vandals of the 4th century killed the farmers and the Arabs a century or so later
completed the ruination of the land.

JERUSALEM

Turn to and read, Map G page 67, this shows Jerusalem in New Testament times. When the Romans took Jerusalem
they knocked down every wall except for the wailing wall. Jerusalem has been taken, sacked, and rebuilt many times. It
was rebuilt by the Romans, Arabs, Crusaders and Arabs again and finally the Turks. The city has been raised by 5-6
metres by rubble.

Turn to and read, Page 68 - the temple platform was destroyed by the Romans. The Arabs rebuilt it. The little cupola
called the cupola of Moses is the probably site of the Holy of Holies. The Jews could therefore rebuild a temple without
moving the Dome of the Rock. When the commandos took Temple Mount in 1967 the Rabbis told them to get off the
mount as they did not know where the Holy of Holies was. The Bible says the Temple will be rebuilt in days of unbelief.

Turn to and read, NTJ page 69 - 70. The topography of Israel consists of a coastal plain which rises onto a ridge where
Bethlehem and Jerusalem are situated. Jericho and the Dead sea are in a depression on the Jordanian side of the ridge.
When we hear that the Lord went down to Jerusalem He is going down to over 1000 feet below sea level.

Recommended Reading "Sketches of Social Jewish Life" by Edersheim. Also books by Sir William Ramsay, Dr Scroggie
DOCTRINE
PILATE: PONTIUS PILATE - EXPEDIENCY

1. SCRIPTURE - Matthew 27:2,11-26; Mark 15:1-15; Luke 23:1-5,13-25; John 18:28-19:16.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Pilate was of German origin. He was brought up near the borders of the Roman Empire. He trained in Rome as he was
of royal birth. It was during this time that because of a fight he was despatched to the Black Sea region to put down an
uprising. He was successful and received the title Pontius after the Black Sea region of Pontus. Pilate was appointed
procurator of Judea by Tiberias in 26 AD, Judea being a third-class province. He initiated three actions which
antagonised the Jews. Firstly, he marched the Roman army from its base in Caesarea to Jerusalem and hung the
shields of the army on the walls of the city. These shields had pagan gods which infuriated the Jews. When the Jews
protested to Tiberius, Pilate took some of his soldiers, put them in civilian clothing and ordered them to kill some Jews.
Finally he took over the Temple treasury and extracted a huge sum of money to build a 60 kilometre aqueduct from a
water spring to Jerusalem. Such action by the procurator frustrated the Jews and almost caused a riot. Pontius Pilate
was again reprimanded by the emperor. He was a brilliant person, a good administrator but weak, and under a lot of
political pressure when Jesus was brought before him. He sought expediency and compromise rather than justice. Some
three years after the death of Christ, Pilate was removed by Caligula and in disgrace he committed suicide.

3. EVALUATION (Matthew 27):

a) Because the power to execute those guilty of committing a capital offence had been withdrawn from the Jews by
Rome in 6 AD the elders brought Jesus to Pilate (verse 2).

b) Pilate questions Jesus as to if he is the King of the Jews. Jesus says, Yes. (Thou sayest) (verse 11).

c) He refuses to answer the religious leaders. In the Roman court the accusers would speak first (verse 12) (Isaiah 53:7).
d) Jesus' silence amazes Pilate (verses 13,14).

e) The sixth and most important trial where Jesus is found innocent yet condemned (verses 15-26).

f) Pilate attempts to use a custom to release Jesus (verse 15).

g) The choice given was Jesus (the Son of God) (verse 16,17), or Barabbas (the son of the Father, the son of man).

h) Pilate was aware of the reason for the trial - mental sins (verse 18).

i) Pilate's wife gave good advice and confirms Jesus' innocence (verse 19).

i) The religious leaders manipulate the mob to secure the release of Barabbas (verses 20,21).

k) The mob cry for the crucifixion of Jesus Christ (verse 22).

I) Pilate makes one last attempt to save Jesus but the mob increases their pressure on him, resulting in Pilate
condemning a person who he knows is innocent (verses 23,24).

m) The crowd shout out that "His blood be on us and our children" (Ezekiel 18:2; Deuteronomy 24:16) (verse 25). This
oath had two historical conclusions: the sacking of Jerusalem in 70 AD when the blood of the Jews covered the
courtyard, and some five years earlier when 3600 of the nobles of Israel were publicly scourged and crucified in the
Praetorium courtyard with another Roman standing in the balcony.

4. PRINCIPLES

a) Political expediency perverts truth and justice (1 Kings 21:8-13).

b) True leadership requires moral courage (Genesis 44:18-34; 49:8-10).

¢) God can use the weaknesses in a person's character in His plan (Romans 9:17).

d) Using the wrong means (traditional release of a prisoner at the Passover) to attain an object (the release of an
innocent person) can cause disaster (Numbers 20:8-12).

e) In times of great stress good advice is often rejected (cf. Nitocris' advice to Belshazzar in Daniel 5) (1 Kings 12:6-16).

f) A mob never thinks rationally but relies on its emotions (Genesis 19:4).

g) Oaths can bring great suffering (Judges 11:31-40).

h) Expediency and appeasement ends in disaster (Judges 2:2,3).
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i) Expediency puts off eventual catastrophe: it solves no problems (Genesis 12:10-20).
HEROD - POWER COMPLEX

1. SCRIPTURE - Matthew 2:1-19.

2. BIOGRAPHY

Herod was the greatest non-Roman of his time. Herod was an unbeliever who had a great effect on the life of Jesus
Christ. Herod was the son of Antipas Il who was in armed conflict with the last of the Hazmanean dynasty, a dynasty
founded by Judas Macabbeas in 163 BC. Herod, from Idumea, lived in Petra, learning how to make money from the
Nabateans who had discovered the way of sailing to India using the monsoons. He became very rich, When his father
was assassinated by the Hazmaneans, Herod ascended the Jewish throne. At 26 he was described as tall, handsome,
very athletic and a great conversationalist as well as being very charming. He was a great hunter, wrestler and bowman
yet never as a young man did he have a statue or coin made in his likeness as this would have offended the Jews. His
concern for the Jews had been shown early in his reign in feeding them at his own expense for two years. The Jews
repaid him by revolting against him. Herod was in the forefront of the political scene, backing Cassius and Brutus after
the assassination of Julius Caesar in 15th March of 44 BC. They were defeated by Augustus at the battle of Philippi in 42
BC. He then backed Marc Anthony against Augustus. Marc Anthony was defeated at the battle of Actium in 31 BC.
Herod, however, was confirmed as King of the Jews. After Augustus had been established on the throne of Rome, Herod
was able to concentrate on pacifying his own country, including removing bandits from the caves of Galilee, thus
preparing the area in which Jesus would grow up. Herod was the greatest builder of his day. He developed a standing
army, the infantry being made up of Greeks and Celts with the cavalry coming from his homeland Idumea. He set up
forts from Damascus to the Negev on top of the highest mountains, allowing for excellent communications across his
kingdom. Four of these forts were within signalling distance of Jerusalem including one which was six kilometres from
Bethlehem. In the last decade of his life, Herod became physically and mentally ill. He became paranoid about plots
against his throne which culminated in his reaction when the Magi asked him where the baby born King of the Jews was
to be found. Jesus was born some 18 months before the death of Herod, which occurred in the northern spring of 4 BC.
3. EVALUATION

a) In Matthew 2 the Magi came from Babylon seeking the King of the Jews (Matthew 2:1).

b) Herod was shocked by the Magi's question as he had not been born King of the Jews. He had, through his father,
assumed power by coup d'etat (Matthew 2:2,3).

¢) The ruler shared his concern (Matthew 2:3).

d) He called the religious leaders together (Matthew 2:4) and demanded where the Christ child should be born.

e) His